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57         students and staff 
from Belgium, Sicily, 
Poland, Northern 

Ireland, Switzerland and France 
visited Leeds between Tuesday 
22nd and Sunday 27th April this 
year for the final event in the 
‘Mobile School’ series.

 

While in England, guests stayed 
at Hinsley Hall in Headingley and 
were joined each day by staff and 
Year 12 students from St. Mary’s.  
Cultural workshops, organised 
by teachers from each country, 
were held at Hinsley Hall with 
all students taking part in the 8 
workshops in international mixed 
groups. 

Guests also visited St. Mary’s for 
a day where they took part in a 

carousel of workshops, observations 
and a tour of the school.  Students 
particularly enjoyed the workshops 
where they printed T-shirts in 
Technology, learned more about 
our partnership with our South 
African School and Fair Trade 
in RE. In the afternoon 2 of our 
Y10 students gave a presentation 
about our school and our English 
education system and guests 
ate lunch at school before being 
taken to Ilkley for a walk in the 
countryside and a cup of tea! 

Visits to Whitby, York, The 
National Media Museum in 

Bradford and the National Coal 
Mining Museum for England were 
also organised for the participants, 
along with evening quizzes and 
activities to enable students to learn 
about different cultures and make 
lasting friendships. 

The event was a real success. The 
international students were very 
sad to leave Leeds and said it was 
an experience they will never 
forget. The St. Mary’s participants 
have stayed in touch with some 
of the international students and 
are communicating frequently via 
social media. 

George McGilvray, Year 12 said:
“I found that the Comenius project 
was a great opportunity to meet new 
people  from  countries all across 
Europe, learn about other cultures 
and have a fun time doing so! My 
favourite part of the project was the 
trip to Whitby and York. As we took 
advantage of the tourist attractions, 

International News
St. Mary’s Menston

Many Nations, One Community

Issue 04 September 2014



day and evening activities including 
the Carol Service held at Leeds 
Trinity University and a production 
of ‘The Jungle Book’ at the West 
Yorkshire Playhouse.

The same number of English 
students and staff returned to 
Issoire, France in March where they 
learned about the volcanic region; 
ascending the peak of the Puy 
de Dôme and visiting Vulcania, 
a volcano themed attraction. 
Students also spent a morning 
in the French school, and were 
amazed by the differences in French 
and English schools. They also 
visited a cheese making farm and 
had the chance to buy some of the 
famous local ‘St Nectaire’ cheese. 
The students forged excellent 
friendships with their exchange 
partners and made every effort to 
improve their French with many 
commenting that the exchange has 
improved their confidence for their 
forthcoming speaking examination. 

We are very grateful to all parents 

video about Christmas traditions 
and celebrations in England and 
sent this to each partner school 
along with sweets and cards. They 
received parcels back from each of 
the countries containing letters, 
sweets, traditional recipes and New 
Year wishes.

In February and March of this year, 
Y12 students took part in web chats 
with students in the Comenius 
partner schools. The students really 
enjoyed the sessions and exchanged 
email addresses and social media 
contacts for future communication

         French Exchange

44 pupils and 4 teachers from 
France came to England in 
December. They spent a week with 
host families and attended various 

shops and local chippies, I learned 
a lot about the similarities and 
differences in our cultures and also, 
to my surprise, learned a lot more 
about my own country. Everyone in 
the project said it was really enjoyable 
and they’ d love to do it again. I 
would definitely repeat this experience 
and encourage other students to get 
involved.” 

Harvey Collier, Year 12, who also 
took part, said:
“The aim of the Comenius Mobile 
School project is to develop a better 
sense of international community 
and I think it definitely did so. In my 
personal experience, as a language 
student studying French and 
German, I found the project to be 
particularly enriching as both Swiss 
and French people attended, meaning 
that I could practise and develop my 
language skills. I spoke French solidly 
for a week which helped me with my 
speaking exam enormously and I have 
stayed in touch with the people I met. 
The students really enjoyed the days 
out across Yorkshire and the day visit 
to St.. Mary’s School as it gave them 
the chance to experience England’s 
culture and school system – something 
which they found particularly 
interesting as they are learning 
English. I enjoyed the fact that I 
was also able to talk to people that 
weren’t only French or German. One 
of my fondest memories of Comenius 
was speaking to a Polish person in 
French.”

         Links with Comenius Schools

In December 2013 , Year 12 
Language students created a 



who looked after the French 
students so well during their stay in 
England. The exchange could not 
run without their support. 

         German Exchange

At the beginning of March, 28 
pupils from St. Mary’s (15 girls 
and 13 boys) took part in the 28th 
exchange with our partner school 
in Germany – the Franziskus 
Gymnasium Vossenack.

Their time in Germany was spent 
partly in school but mostly visiting 
places of interest. These included 
the cities of Cologne and Aachen 
as well as the very pretty and 
historic town of Monschau. As 
always the pupils were in awe of 
the architecture of Cologne and 
Aachen and in particular their 
very contrasting cathedrals. The 
visit to the Schokoladenmuseum 
in Cologne and shopping were, 
needless to say, also popular events 
in the week. A visit to a museum 
in Vossenack with a talk given 
by a local historian helped our 
pupils appreciate the circumstances 
surrounding a famous battle in the 
Second World War which took 
place in and around Vossenack 
itself – the Battle of Hürtgenwald 
in the autumn of 1944. 

As is always the case, our pupils 
were very well looked after by their 
host families and also got on with 
their partners very well. The return 
visit of the Germans which was 
at the end of March was eagerly 
awaited by our pupils who in turn, 
with their families, ensured that the 
German pupils really enjoyed their 
stay in England. 

Both schools are extremely grateful 
to the parents of their pupils whose 
help and kindness towards their 
guests have, since the exchange 
began in 1987, played a huge and 
vital part in the success of this very 
valuable educational experience 
which helps pupils appreciate the 
culture of the country, learn its 
language and build friendships 
which can last forever.   

         French Spelling Bee

All Year 7 pupils took part in a 
French spelling bee competition 
this year during the course of their 
French lessons. The winners from 
the school competition then took 
part in the regional finals in Hull.

“The objective was clear: to emulate 
Emilia Corkery’s success last year and 
gain a place in the National Spelling 
Bee Final in Cambridge.
 
How close were we? One word.
 
Gabriel Jones’ masterful display 
in the first round earned him a 
spot in the play-offs where he came 
up against the eventual regional 
champion, a York-based student who 
oozed confidence.
 
Gabriel (7P), angelic by name and 
nature, is clearly a word-smith in 
the making. Are you able to match 
or better his ability, translating and 
spelling 16 words in a minute, using 
the French alphabet?

 

Special commendation should also 
be given to our other three finalists 
who performed so admirably at Hull 
University. Matthew Speed (7W), 
May Gavin (7M) and Matthew 
Kenneth (7P) were praised for their 
efforts and their progress as budding 
linguists will be a pleasure to 



monitor. We will be back next year, 
remembering to pass on the longer 
words to reclaim the prize that is 
rightly ours.”
Mr Harvey

International Week
During the week 4–11 July 2014, 
students in years 7 to 9 took part in 
our International Week.  Following 
‘Le Grand Départ’ in Yorkshire the 
previous weekend, our theme for 
the week was the ‘Tour de France’.  

Lessons were based around the 
theme, for example, in Geography, 
students used scale to measure 
the distance of the race and work 
out timings, as well as identifying 
the human and physical features 
along the route. In History, 
they learned about the historical 
significance of the race and in Art 
they made paper figure sculptures 
inspired by famous people from the 
competitors’ countries. Students 
also had the chance to try a new 
language in sessions taught by the 
Languages Faculty staff. 

         International Artist   
         Workshop 

Internationally acclaimed artist Nils 
Burwitz recently visited St. Mary’s. 
He spent the morning in the Art 
Department working with students 
of different ages.  He described his 

time in South Africa under the 
Apartheid regime and how he had 
used his art as a protest to show the 
absurdity and evil of the system 
that segregated and discriminated 
against people of different coloured 
skin.  Nils referred to his work 
as ‘Resistance Art’ and gave a 
fascinating and inspirational 
account of his time in South Africa.  
He spoke about his famous art 
work for Nelson Mandala and his 
time spent with him. 

Nils then worked alongside the 
students who produced their own 
work on the theme of “Words Are 
My Weapon”.  Pupils shared their 
own drawings and discussed their 
ideas with him.

Nils praised the work of students 
and the school’s commitment to 
an equitable partnership with a 
South African school.  He was 
particularly taken by some art 
work produced by Year 10 student 
Nathan Teague entitled “Until 
everyone is equal, no-one is free.”  
Beyond the workshop, Nils spent 
time with Sixth Form artist Jade 

Rigby-Williams who had produced 
an entire portfolio of work based 
on her experience of volunteering in 
South Africa.

“The workshop was inspirational and 
the pupils were very fortunate to have 
the opportunity to work with such a 
world class artist.”
Assistant Headteacher, Mr David 
Geldart

“Nils is an amazing man. As a 
veteran anti-apartheid campaigner, 
he used his art to make a difference in 
the world. It was a privilege to have 
him at St. Mary’s and we sincerely 
hope that he returns one day.”
Miss Donna Quirke, Art and 
Design Subject Leader

         Bambisanani Partnership 
Visit to South Africa 2014 is a 
Life Changing Success

Over the past eight years, St. 
Mary’s Menston has developed a 
unique partnership with a school in 
one of South Africa’s poorest rural 
areas. This summer fourteen Sixth 



Form students, three members of 
staff and a business sponsor visited 
Mnyakanya School in the deprived 
Nkandla region of Kwa Zulu Natal 
to develop the collaborative work 
between the two schools and wider 
community, which is referred to 
as the Bambisanani Partnership 
(Bambisanani being the Zulu word 
for ‘working hand in hand’). 

The Bambisanani Partnership 
uses sport as a catalyst to promote 
education, leadership, health and 
global understanding. This visit 
was led by Physical Education 
teacher Mrs Pounder, supported by 
Mrs Chattoe and Mr Wilkes from 
St. Mary’s and Roisin Serridge 
from  Cardinal Maritime, one of a 
number of business supporters of 
the partnership. 

The Year 12 students were:  
• Beth Cotton
• Anna Evans
• Myles Hanlon
• Megan Haskins
• Helena Hunt
• Megan Ireton-Bourke
• Olivia Leonard
• James Smith
• Emily Sutcliffe
• Eleanor Thompson
• Beth Tindall
• Caroline Turnbull
• Karl Verspyck

• Jonathan Vincent

The Nkandla region is in the heart 
of Zululand and is extremely 
deprived with 90% unemployment, 
60% adult illiteracy and one of the 
highest HIV/Aids rates in the world 
with one in three adults infected. 
Mnyakanya School is relatively 
poorly resourced with classes of 
sixty plus. Yet despite this, the 
school offers an oasis of hope for 
which many students walk two 
hours to attend.

An important aspect of this 
year’s visit was to consolidate 
the relationship with the well-
resourced and highly successful 
Eshowe High School situated 
approximately an hour away from 
Mnyakanya. To that end, five 
students from Eshowe were invited 
to join the Bambisanani Leadership 
Programme for the week with St. 
Mary’s and Mnyakanya.

During the visit, St. Mary’s 
students, supported by Eshowe 
students, mentored twenty 
Mnyakanya students through the 
Bambisanani Leadership Course. 
An aspect of the course was for 
students from all three schools 
to jointly organise and deliver a 
Cricket, Rugby and Rounders 
Festival and a Reading Festival for 

eighty four children from Ntolwane 
Primary School. These events, 
planned and delivered by students, 
were a remarkable success at every 
possible level.

Arriving at the school, the St 
Mary’s group were welcomed by the 
Mayor as well as other dignitaries 
from the local community. The 
Mayor’s opening speech inspired 
the students from all three schools 
to “have a purpose in life for 
without this, life is a tragedy.” 
These are strong words from a man 
whose audience know very well the 
meaning of tragedy.

After an amazing week where 
friendships were made and 
understanding nourished, the 
students were treated to a final 
assembly of Zulu dancing, Hip 
Hop and a rendition of “Lean on 



me” from the Leeds group. 

A fantastic week for all who 
travelled the 10,000 miles to 
experience the diversity of culture, 
education and life in KwaZulu-
Natal.

Bambisanani Partnership Twitter
Follow the Bambisanani 
Partnership on Twitter!
@Bambisananipart

St. Mary’s International online!
Search Google for ‘st marys 
menston international’ or visit
stmarysmenston.org

World Challenge Expedition 
Ecuador 2014
28 challengers and three staff 
from St. Mary’s Menston spent a 
month in Ecuador  this summer, 
taking part in the school’s  World 
Challenge  Expedition.

The Expedition consisted of three 
main sections.  The Challenge 
section involved trekking at high 
altitude in the Cotopaxi National 
Park.  One team went on to 
all conquer Ruminahui at an 
altitude of 4721m whilst the other 
attempted Cotopaxi itself at an 
imposing altitude of 5097m – even 
higher than Kilimanjaro! Weather 
conditions and refuge closures 

contributed to the fact that the 
summit had not been attained by 
any person for several weeks, yet 
the tenacity of the St. Mary’s team 
saw all breaking the 5000m barrier 
with four actually summiting, 
an amazing effort in testing 
conditions.

The Project phase involved each 
team living with a local indigenous 
Indian community in the 
Amazonia region of Ecuador. For 
a week, St. Mary’s students worked 
shoulder to shoulder with the locals 
to renovate and repair the facilities 
in the communities’ primary school 
and Day Care Centre. Lots of 
opportunities were taken to interact 
with the locals including cooking, 
sports and language lessons.

One phase involved a week visiting 
the Galapagos Islands. Students 
had the opportunity to learn 
about the rich biodiversity and 
unique nature which provided the 
inspiration for Darwin’s theory 
of evolution.  They also learned 
about the human impact on the 
islands from the times of the Pirates 
through the Spanish conquest up to 
the present day.

Throughout all phases, the 
challengers were expected to plan 
ahead all aspects of the expedition 
such as transport, accommodation 
and safety.  Equipment and 
provisions had to be bought and the 
students had to manage a budget 
and account for all spending.

All pupils and staff benefited from 
a highly successful and rewarding 

experience and will carry forward 
life lessons to draw on in the future.



Diocese of Leeds Lourdes 
Pilgrimage 2014 

41 pupils and 6 adults from St. 
Mary’s Menston took part in the 
76th Diocese of Leeds Pilgrimage 
to Lourdes.

The pastoral theme for 2014 is 
Lourdes, the joy of conversion.

“This year’s Lourdes Pilgrimage was a 
truly joyous experience. Our pilgrims 
went with open hearts and open 
minds, ready to both give and receive 
the gift of Lourdes.”
Mrs Findlay
 

“As a Governor at St Mary’s it is 
my absolute privilege to accompany 
our students and staff on the annual 
pilgrimage to Lourdes. This year’s 
pilgrimage was special on many 
levels. Our students demonstrated 
extraordinary care for the sick, their 
fellow pilgrims and each other. 
This combined with a real sense of 
spirituality to result in a pilgrimage 
that allowed us all to explore and 
deepen our faith.
 
Lourdes is always a unique 
experience, a mixture of service, 
spirituality, community and most 
importantly laughter. It is impossible 
to predict exactly what the experience 
will be or indeed how it will impact 

on the pilgrims young and old alike. I 
always enjoy listening to our students 
recount what has personally impacted 
on them.
 
My personal thanks to all our 
students past, present and future and 
also to our friends and families who 
make it possible for us to share this 
experience.”
Mr L Hogan, Governor


