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W         e are pleased to 
announce the success 
of two of our sixth 

formers in their recent Chinese 
exam. Amy Newton and Megan 
Noble both achieved a Distinction 
in Certificate of Achievement. They 
learnt to write and recognise basic 
Chinese characters on a number of 
topics, as well as understand and 
give information about themselves 
in Chinese. This was all achieved 
within less than a year and is 
testament to their commitment and 
willingness to work hard!

Sicilian exchange
The Sicilian exchange departed in 
October and was a great success. 
The students had a wonderful 
time and got to explore many of 
the beautiful sights that the island 
has to offer. Students, along with 
their partners, visited Syracuse and 
Ortigia, as well as exploring one 
of the craters made by the very 
active volcano Mount Etna. Some 

students were even lucky enough 
to see it erupting one evening, and 
witnessed the lava rolling down 
the side of the mountain…from a 
very safe distance! Of course, time 
was made for shopping as well as 
sampling the delights of Sicilian 
cuisine. Certainly no-one went 
hungry during the week. 

Our students also did St. Mary’s 
proud by presenting an assembly on 
the Bambisanani project in front 
of the entire Sicilian upper school. 
The Sicilian students were very 
interested in the work we do and 
surprised by what they heard about 
conditions in South Africa. Our 
pupils spoke well and helped to 
raise the profile of the school’s work 
on an international scale. 

Our Sicilian partners came over 
to England in March. They visited 
many sights and attractions in 

North and West Yorkshire, and 
by all accounts had an amazing 
time. They experienced life in an 
English school, and were treated 
to a technology lesson with Mr 
Wilkes, which proved very popular. 
Friendships were strengthened and 
many of the students have spoken 
of plans to go back to Sicily to see 
their partners in the future. 

Our students gave an assembly 
to years 9 and 10 about their 
experiences on the exchange, 
which ignited a lot of interest for 
next year’s endeavour. Over thirty 
pupils applied for a place on the 
trip, with places being allocated 
based on an application letter.  For 
those students studying Italian 
as an extra-curricular subject, 
the trip will provide an excellent 
opportunity to prepare for their 
GCSE examinations, while all 
students involved will hopefully 
learn a great deal about the 
geography, history and culture of 
the island that they will then be 
able to share with others upon their 
return.

GCSE Italian classes run on 
Wednesday afternoon 3-4pm. 
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French Exchange
French Exchange was the best and 
the most challenging experience 
of our lives. On Friday morning 
we all arrived at Leeds station at 
7am and got on the train down to 
London. We never knew getting all 
of us on a train would take so long! 
Before we knew it we were already 
in Paris and began to soak in the 
sun and the amazing scenery. We 
all trekked to the hotel and then 
trekked up the never ending stairs, 
to find out that Mr. Dobbie and 
Mr. Chattoe had taken the lift. As 
we reached the Champs-Elysees we 
began to wonder up and down the 
amazing place that was Paris. The 
Arc de Triomphe was even more 
beautiful than the pictures showed, 
although the climb up it with Mr. 
Dobbie powering up was not as 
beautiful. The boat ride through 
Paris was amazing, the rain really 
made us feel at home. We travelled 
to Issoire the next day to meet our 
exchange partners, and although 
we were all very nervous we 
couldn’t wait        tto 
meet 

them again. Our exchange partners 
really made the trip a once in a 
life time experience; it’s not every 
day you get to live in a castle or 
on a farm or with the mayor of 
Issoire. Vulcania on Monday was 
so cool; we all had an amazing 
time on the simulator rides. Vichy 
was beautiful; we had many funny 
experiences there, and we all loved 
the atmosphere of the town. On  
Wednesday we had a day in school. 
It was so different to St.Marys; 
firstly they all spoke in French. 
On Thursday we got the honour of 
making paper! On Friday we had to 
leave, there were many tears. Even 
the teachers’ eyes watered up. 
By Megan Ireton-Bourke.

“It was a once in a life time, eye 
opening experience” 
Beth Tindall

“The best part for me was Paris, 
because I became closer to so 
many people. Vichy was also an 
unforgettable experience” 
Annabelle Murphy-Jackson

“It was really great to see all the 
French students again!”
Anna Evans 

“It was amazing! Not every day you 
get to live in a castle” 
Karl Verspyck  

“The teachers made the trip for me, 
thank you!” 
Oliver Hourigan 

“Me and my partner got on very well, 
going to miss her so much!” 
Laura Hickie

Preparations are underway for 
next year’s trip for current year 9 
students moving into year 10. Our 
French partners will be over the 
week before the Christmas holidays 
and we expect to return between 
3rd and 10th May 2013. There will 
be 40+ places for pupils studying 
French GCSE. 



Lourdes
The Leeds Diocesan Youth 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes takes place 
this year between the dates of 05-13 
July. St. Mary’s group is made up of 
40 students; 32 Yr 10, 8 Yr 12 and 
6 members of staff which includes 
the Youth Coordinator from Our 
Lady and All Saints Parish, Otley. 
We will join 12 other High Schools 
from across the Diocese and in 
accordance with this year’s theme 
we will ‘with Bernadette pray the 
Hail Mary’.

Olympic Stadium Visit
On Sunday 1st April a group of 
38 pupils from Yrs 7, 9 and 10 
travelled down to London to see 
the Olympic Stadium. Upon arrival 
at the venue pupils got to walk 
through the Olympic park and 
saw first hand what will be iconic 
buildings in 4 months’ time. The 
pupils soon entered the stadium 
and were some of the very first 
people to step foot on the Olympic 
track that will be used by elite 
athletes such as Usain Bolt and 
Jessica Ennis. Pupils absorbed 
the atmosphere and it was clear 
that this was a once in a life time 
experience. After the parade pupils 
settled down to watch Britains 
Got Talent winners Paul Potts and 
Spellbound, as well as doing a bit 
of celebrity spotting in the relay 
races!!!

All pupils were a credit to St. 
Mary’s for the way they conducted 
themselves throughout the day.
Mr Wilkes

German Exchange
This year 22 English pupils 
travelled to Germany towards the 
end of February. Our exchange 
school is close to Aachen and 
not too far from Cologne. 
Consequently pupils had the 
opportunity to spend time in these 
two cities, learning about their 
history and architecture. Some 
time was also spent in school 
so that pupils could experience 
that aspect of their partners’ 
lives. Accommodated in German 
homes, our pupils were able to 
experience German family life 
and, as has always been the case, 
most of them really enjoyed their 
time in Germany. The benefit 
to their language skill and their 
appreciation of German culture has 
been incalculable.

Their German partners came to 
England towards the end of the 
Spring term and followed a similar 
programme to that of their English 
partners in Germany: school, 
sightseeing  and enjoying English 
family life.

This exchange, with the Franziskus 
Gymnasium Vossenack, has taken 
place annually since 1987, and it 
is thanks to the hard work of the 
teachers involved in both countries, 
the enthusiasm of our pupils to try 
new experiences, and particularly  
the support of parents, that it has 
been so succesful.

In 2013 we travel to Germany at 
the end of January and the German 
pupils will come to England in 
March.

Flame Congress
On Saturday 24 March 2012, 
CAFOD and the Olympic 
organising team got together to 
provide 8000 young Catholics with 
a day to remember. The venue was 
Wembly Arena. Students, teachers, 
youth workers and clergy from 
every diocese in the country came 
together and were inspired!

Past and current Olympians 
and Paralympians spoke of their 
spiritual and sporting journey to 
reach their goal. They all had one 
thing in common; to be the  very 
best that they could be.

The day began with singing, 
followed by inspirational stories 
from people who, in the face 
of adversity, were able to set 
themselves new targets and achieve 
their sporting dreams.

The day concluded with 
Archbishop Vincent Nicholls saying 
Benediction and we all left with a 
sense of possibility in all things.



All the young people were shown 
and then told quite categorically 
that they were “not on their own.”

A fantastic day for all.

World Challenge 2012
Training is well underway for our 
school’s World Challenge trip to 
Tanzania. Pupils involved in the 
expedition will depart on the 8th 
and 9th of July, for one month.
There are four teams ranging 
from 10 - 19 challengers. The 
challengers have raised every penny 
for themselves, by organising 
events such as bun sales, sponsored 
cycle rides and abseiling. Regular 
training sessions have been held 
throughout the year both within 
school; between staff / challengers, 
and when World Challenge 
staff come into school to deliver 
training.

The aim of the expedition is to 
open the challengers’ eyes to how 
people in third world live and to 
equip the challengers with the 
confidence and independence to 
plan their own travels in the future 

such as in their ‘gap year’. There is a 
big emphasis on the fragility of the 
planet and mother nature and at all 
times challengers are educated to 
minimise their impact on the places 
visited. There will be opportunities 
to see ‘warts and all’ aspects of life 
in these places as well as the usual 
tourist sights.

As well as the lasting physical 
outcomes achieved in the 
construction phase of the 
expedition, it is hoped that 
challengers will gain greater 
confidence, organisational skills, 
and respect for the planet and other 
people and cultures.

We wish all pupils and staff 
involved the best of luck and a 
safe return, and we look forward 
to seeing the photos and hearing 
about their adventures upon their 
return.

Our collaborative work with 
Mnyakanya School in South Africa 
continues to develop and inspire. 

Bambisanani Book
To celebrate five years of the 
Bambisanani Partnership a 

wonderful book has been produced 
to tell the remarkable story to 
date. The book has been widely 
acclaimed by organisations and 
individuals in South Africa and the 
UK, including the British High 
Commissioner to South Africa, 
British Council, Princess Diana 
Award and UNICEF.

Copies of the book were recently 
presented to representatives of 
the seven Parishes that St. Mary’s 
serves. Assistant Headteacher, 
David Geldart, founder of the 
partnership, gave a talk at the event 
supported by students Freya Kew, 
Jamie Carter, Torquil Hall, Ciara 
Hanstock, Brogan O’Connor and 
Alessandra Valle-Metaxas. Mr 
Geldart said “The project is about 
two communities working together 
and learning together. Our wider 
community has been fantastic in 
helping us to achieve what we have 
done; I cannot thank them enough.” 

Headteacher Mr Pritchard added 
“The Bambisanani Partnership is 
an outstanding initiative which is 
making a significant impact on all 
those involved. The partnership truly 
reflects our values which encompasses 
our sense of community, whether it be 
local or international.” 

The Bambisanani book has been 
chosen to be included in the 
prestigious Ilkley Literary Festival 
which will be held in September/ 
October this year.

The book can be viewed online: 
http://www.blurb.com/bookstore/
detail/2953745
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International Award 
The work of St. Mary’s students in 
South Africa has been recognised 
by the Princess Diana Award 
with school being the first in the 
country to receive the International 
Diana Award. Chief Executive of 
the Diana Award, Maggie Turner 
said “This new award will allow us 
to celebrate the incredible work of 
young people globally and recognise 
those that act as a force for good. 
The Bambisanani Partnership is 
an outstanding project and the 
young people from St. Mary’s are 
exceptional role models: highly 
motivated, selfless and prepared to 
make a difference in the most difficult 
of circumstances. Their work in South 
Africa is inspirational and perfectly 
reflects the values of the Diana 
Award.”

Global Advocate Exhibition
The Bambisanani Partnership 
has been selected to be included 
in a Global Advocate Exhibition. 
Working with the Leeds Education 
Centre, an interactive Exhibition 
has been launched that will raise 
awareness of sustainable global 
development issues by showcasing 
inspirational stories of ordinary 
people who are advocating a more 
just world. The exhibition has 
travelled to a variety of schools 
throughout Yorkshire and has been 

very well received by both students 
and teachers. Hannah Dalrymple 
from Leeds Education Centre said 
“It has been inspiring to include the 
work of the Bambisanani Partnership 
in the exhibition; the work is based 
not on charity but on equality, respect 
and sustainability. There is a deep 
desire to learn together and walk 
forward together, other schools have 
much to learn from this incredible 
work”.

Bambisanani Enterprises
Bambisanani Enterprises is a 
student led business which raises 
funds to support the work of 
the partnership. The Chairman 
of Bambisanani Enterprises this 
year has been Year 11 student 
Kavindu Appuhamy who said “I 
am very proud to be Chairman 
of Bambisanani Enterprises. We 
have achieved so much during the 
year raising money and raising 
awareness about our work in 
South Africa. We have had the 
opportunity to meet people from 
the world of business and gain ideas 
from them. Above all, we have 
worked as a team and we have all 
learned so much.”

Visits to South Africa 2012 and 
2013
Preparations are now well 
underway for fourteen students, 
three teachers and a business 
partner from Cardinal Maritime 
to visit South Africa in summer 
2012. Beyond fundraising for all 
their own costs the group have 
undertaken a range of learning 
tasks about South Africa, HIV/
Aids and Zulu language. Whilst 

in South Africa the group will 
mentor twenty South African 
students through the Bambisanani 
Leadership Award. This work will 
culminate in students from both 
schools planning , delivering and 
evaluating a Sports Festival and a 
Literacy Festival for sixty children 
from four primary schools. In 
addition to this, the students 
will coach sport and teach other 
curriculum areas at Mnyakanya 
School and Ntolwane Primary 
School. The group will also 
work as volunteers at Zulufadder 
Orphanage. Students were selected 
for the 2013 visit to South Africa 
earlier in the year and they too are 
working hard in their preparations.

Bambisanani Art and Writing 
Competitions
Inspired by the Olympic Games, 
a joint learning project has 
taken place at St. Mary’s and 
Mnyakanya. Using the theme of 
‘The Power of Sport’ hundreds of 
students from both schools have 
engaged in creative writing and 
art competitions. Prizes will be 
awarded later in the year in both 
countries with the best pieces of 
work going forward to be included 
in a book.

More information about the 
Bambisanani Partnership 
can be found online at 
bambisananipartnership.com 
Also please follow us on Twitter 
@bambisananipart and help us to 
meet our target of 500 followers.  


