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I         nternational Week was held 
in the week beginning 6 July  
at school and students in Years 

7–9 had the opportunity to take 
part in lessons designed with an 
international theme.

Students experienced Chinese 
lessons, created poems in different 
languages and had the opportunity 
to create prayers on being a global 
citizen. They learned about worship 
in other countries, the different 
pilgrimages in Rome, Lourdes, 
Medjugorje and Fatima and had 
the opportunity to learn more 
about current social issues such as 
sustainable fishing (with a focus on 
Mozambique). In creative subjects 
students did a costume design 
project based on Les Miserables and 
explored the work of International 
artists in both Music and Art.

Students also enjoyed a variety of 
cuisine during lunchtimes.
 
We very much look forward to next 
year’s International week which will 
be based around the Rio Olympics.

       
       Year 13 Visit to Iceland

During Easter 2015, fifteen 
students and three staff jetted off 
for a series of adventures in Iceland. 
Armed with their warmest clothes 
and comfiest shoes they travelled 
the 1,010 miles from Manchester 
to Reykjavik in search of the great 
wonders of the natural world. 

Arriving early in the morning the 
staff and students were met by 
average temperatures of around 2 
degrees Celsius….what better to 
warm up than a trip to the natural 
hot springs in the Blue Lagoon. 
Sold as one of the 25 wonders of 
the world, here you can submerge 
yourself in the geothermal heated 
pools and rejuvenate your skin with 
the famous silica mud mask! 
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Year 7 Postgate composing in Music 
lessons during International Week.

Year 8 Geography work during 
International Week.

Year 8 Geography work during 
International Week.

Our Year 13 Geographers at the Blue 
Lagoon, Iceland.



to the base of the glacier. 

We all enjoyed every minute of 
the four days in Iceland. From the 
amazing sights, to the evenings 
we spent splashing in the hotel 
pool and having fun on the 
numerous water slides…it was an 
unforgettable visit and we definitely 
recommend that you take up the 
opportunity to go. 

        French Exchange
        By Jake Marshall, Year 10

In March this year myself and 
43 other students embarked on a 
trip over the Channel to France, 
where we would be spending the 
week with our exchange partners, 
exploring the French culture 
and travelling around towns, 
experiencing what France had to 
offer. 

is the wettest place in Iceland. We 
were allured by its hidden caves and 
folklore stories. 

On our final day we had the 
opportunity to try a Glacier walk. 
This was a great glacier adventure 
where you can try for yourself 
how it feels to walk on ice. We 
walked on Sólheimajökull glacier 
on the south coast of Iceland and 
it was clear to see how the varied 
landscape had been formed by the 
glacier for the past thousands of 
years. We could also see how fast 
the glacier has been melting for the 
past 15 years due to the changes in 
local temperatures.

Sólheimajökull is the southernmost 
glacier in Iceland, the ice is up 
to about 200 metres thick and 
the total size with the ice cap 
Mýrdalsjökull about 600 km2. 
Underneath the main ice cap is the 
caldera of the volcano Katla, one 
of Iceland biggest volcanoes…we 
listened out for rumblings under 
our feet as we made our way back 

Once we all felt rejuvenated we 
headed off to explore Iceland’s 
capital city. The world’s most 
northerly capital combines 
colourful buildings, quirky, creative 
people, eye-popping design. 
Add a backdrop of snow-topped 
mountains, churning seas and 
crystal-clear air, and you really do 
have the perfect city! 

A trip to the famous Gullfoss 
waterfall followed next.  The 
Golden Waterfall is an iconic 
waterfall of Iceland offering a 
spectacular view of the forces and 
beauty of untouched nature. The 
Gullfoss is located in South Iceland 
on the Hvítá River which is fed by 
Iceland ś second biggest glacier, the 
Langjökull. The water plummets 
down 32 metres in two stages into 
a rugged canyon whose walls reach 
up to 70 metres in height. On 
our tour here we learnt that many 
unfortunate souls had got too close 
to the edge and the thunderous 
water of the Hvítá River had 
claimed their lives. It really was 
quite a sight to see!

Next on our adventure was the 
Eyjafjallajökull volcano that 
erupted back in 2010 disrupting 
air travel for weeks. We saw the 
villages that were impacted by 
the eruption and the farmers who 
ultimately benefited from it. From 
here we travelled to the black beach 
in Vik where we saw the amazing 
basalt stack columns, locally known 
as “the weird rock formation 
that sticks out of the sea called 
Reynisdrangar”. Vik is a black 
beach due to its volcanic origin and 

The visit was a great success.



Having already met our exchange 
partners when they came over to 
England, everyone was excited to 
reconnect with them and see what 
their lives are like compared to 
ours. After hours of travel by coach 
and then train, and then another 
train, and then another coach (there 
was a lot of travelling) we arrived 
in Issoire where the partner School 
the ‘Lycée Murat’ is located and we 
went off with our partners to go 
and see where we would be staying 
for the week. We all were greeted 
with open arms, or as the case is 
in France a ‘kiss kiss’, and we were 
suddenly emerged in everything 
French. 

It was not long before the real 
activities began, we went to all 
sorts of places and experienced a 
lot of things we never had before. 
From tasting the water at Vichy to 
learning how to make paper from 
scratch at a paper mill. The region 
is volcanic and we also had the 
opportunity to go up a volcano  
and stand on the top. We barely 
had time to sit down! On top of 
that we had time to explore the 
shops in town and try delicious 
pastries from bakeries.  In the 
evenings, overwhelmed from it all, 
we got to wind down with a game 
of bowling and a disco along with 
our exchange partners.

Enjoying playing Badminton.

Of course it was not just fun and 
games, we were able to build our 
knowledge of the French language 
and had a chance to use all the 
French we already knew. At first 
with the family the learning curve 
was steep and I was worried my 
only answer to their enquiries 
would be ‘oui’ but as time went on 
I was not only able to say a whole 
sentence but hold a conversation at 
the dinner table. 

The whole experience helped me 
to grow as a person, building 
independence and improving my 
social skills.

“Once again, we would like to thank 
all the host families who took such 
great care of the French exchange 
students and ensured their stay in 
England was an enjoyable and 
enriching experience.”
Miss D Neale, International 
Coordinator

       German Exchange

In March a group of Year 10 pupils 
took part in the 29th German 
Exchange with the Franziskus 
Gymnasium (FGV). The school is 
a Catholic grammar school run by 
the Franciscan Order of monks. 
It is situated near the Belgian and 
Dutch borders and is close to the 
city of Aachen.

Each year our Y10 pupils stay 
with the families of pupils at FGV. 
Later the German pupils come to 
England and stay with us. It is a 
really good opportunity to learn 
more German, find out about 
German culture and make new 
friends – both with the German 
pupils and also with other people in 
the English group.

This year, as well as staying with 
the families, pupils spent some time 
in the school, and also visited the 
cities of Aachen and Cologne. We 
also visited Monschau – a pretty 
town with traditional German 
houses.  A battle took place very 
near to the school during the 



Second World War. During the 
week pupils visited a small museum 
in the area which had many 
exhibits from the battle fields. They 
had a talk about the war and learnt 
some history about the surrounding 
area. 

The German return visit was in 
April. Their stay here was a great 
success. They really appreciated 
the kindness shown to them by 
our families. As they come from a 
very rural area things we take for 
granted, for example regular bus 
and train transport, were a real 
novelty for them, as was shopping 
in Leeds! They visited York, the 
National Media Museum in 
Bradford and also the Dales.
St. Mary’s is very grateful for 
the kindness and generosity our 
families extended to our German 
visitors. Without this support 
which we have been given every 
year since the start of the exchange 
such a venture would never have 
lasted so long. 

Our pupils too were very 
appreciative of the warmth with 
which the German families 
welcomed them. 

Below are the thoughts of two 
members of the group:
“The biggest shock about the German 

exchange was the time we had to get 
up in the morning. School started 
at ten to eight. Most of us had to 
travel to school by bus which meant 
we had to get up really early – some 
of us before six o’clock. However, 
school did finish earlier than here so 
the pupils had more free time in the 
afternoon.  The German parents were 
very kind and were always wanting 
to give us something to eat – early in 
the morning was too soon for the big 
breakfast they wanted us to have but 
when we went on trips our families 
always sent us off with bags of food 
and fruit as well as chocolate and 
sweets.  None of us went hungry.  It 
was really interesting spending a day 
in school. The German pupils and 
teachers are very relaxed but they 
all work very hard. Their English is 
fantastic.” 

“One of the best parts of the whole 
exchange for me was the trips. It 
was a rest from having to be polite 
all the time and speak German to 
your German family. We went to so 
many interesting places and I enjoyed 
every last one of them, especially 
the Chocolate Museum, and also 
the Dreiländer Eck which is where 
the borders of Holland, Germany 
and Belgium meet. If you have long 
enough arms and legs you can put one 

The return visit to the UK.

The Chocolate Museum

Our Ski Visit takes place every two years.

leg in one country, another leg in a 
second country and your arm in the 
third country – all at the same time. 
During the exchange we formed close 
friendships not only with the German 
pupils but also with other members of 
Year 10 who we didn’t know so well 
before the exchange. Most importantly 
though: I had many doubts about 
going to Germany and about what 
my partner would be like. That is 
what made it such an exciting trip - 
going into the unknown. 

I would recommend the German 
Exchange to all Year 9 pupils for 
next year. It is something you will 
remember for your whole life and 
it is such a great character building 
experience.”

        Ski Visit USA

In February, 40 students and 4 
members of staff had an extremely 
successful and enjoyable week 
long trip skiing in Lincoln, New 



Hampshire, at both Loon and 
Cannon Mountain. It saw a 
mixture of both experienced and 
first-time skiers enjoying some 
amazing, fresh snow that had been 
left as a result of snow storms that 
had hit the east coast of America 
just days before we arrived.

The trip was extremely enjoyable 
for all and also featured visits to 
a college ice-hockey game and a 
high school basketball game, where 
the students really embraced the 
American sports culture and truly 
got into the spirit of the games. 

Overall, a fantastic experience for 
everyone involved, one that will not 
be forgotten anytime soon.

       World Challenge
       Nepal 2016

We currently have 2 teams signed 
up for the expedition to Nepal. We 
will not find out our Itinerary for 
a couple of weeks yet but we have 
requested treks around Annapurna 
and will be spending a lot of time 
in Kathmandu.

The expedition will have 4 phases:

Acclimatisation Phase:
This is the first phase of the 
expedition and will help prepare 
challengers physically and mentally 
for the entire expedition. It will 
allow them to acclimatise to the 
food, the culture, the language and, 
if relevant, the altitude. During 
this phase they may also spend 
time making arrangements for the 
remainder of the expedition i.e. 
buying food, making bookings and 
meeting agents or contacts. 
After this they may also embark 
on some trekking to prepare them 
for their challenging phase. Some 
teams also choose to conduct their 
project phase at the beginning 
of their expedition as a form of 
acclimatisation before moving on to 
the challenging phase.

Challenge Phase:
This phase does not have to be 
completed in one stage.  It may 
be appropriate to do one long 
challenging phase in the form of 
a trek or do several shorter treks 
maybe exploring different areas of 
the country. The team should not 
aim for anything too ambitious and 
should consider the fitness of the 
group when researching the options 
available.

Project Phase:
The aim of the project phase is to 
do practical work that is of some 
benefit to the country that the 
challengers are visiting. At the same 
time they will gain from helping a 
local community or organisation. 
This phase will be around 2 to 6 

days long and should involve the 
team in some form of conservation, 
construction or cultural work.

Rest and Relaxation Phase:
The aim of the rest and relaxation 
phase is for the team to wind down 
and have some time to relax at the 
end of the expedition. This phase 
should be no more than 2 days and 
2 nights long. 

Fairtrade
By Benedict Kershaw, Head Boy

Being part of the Fairtrade group 
has been a very positive experience 
for me throughout my time at 
St Mary’s. I have been given the 
opportunity to learn about the 
organisation and what they stand 
for, and with this knowledge I 
can then try to make a difference. 
Last year we achieved the great 
accolade of making our school 
Fairtrade registered. However we 
haven’t rested on our laurels, we 
have continued to put in the same 
amount of effort as we have every 
year. From each termly meeting for 
the Fairtrade group we continue 
to strive to inform others about 

Nepal is in South Asia.



the difference that we can make 
together for someone so far away. 

This year we have done a wide 
variety of things for the Fairtrade 
Organisation, we have held 
assemblies about the effects of 
Fairtrade and how we as individuals 
can help as well as a community. 
We also held Fairtrade bun sales 
which went down very nicely, using 
as many Fairtrade ingredients as 
possible and handing out Fairtrade 
stickers which displayed the variety 
of Fairtrade products available to 
people such as oil, nuts and clothes. 
This increased the awareness of 
the products available to people 
that can make such a difference for 
someone less fortunate than us.

One of our values at St Mary’s 
is Service and I think that the 
Fairtrade group’s work displays 

how this value is being lived out 
within the school. The Fairtrade 
group consists of students who 
are passionate about working 
for those that don’t have a voice. 
When you look in a dictionary 
for the definition of Service you 
will find “the action of helping 
or doing work for someone” and 
this is exactly what the Fairtrade 
Group do. We work to promote 
the Fairtrade products which 
give unprivileged people the 
opportunity to have a fair and 
stable job which can help them 
break out of the poverty cycle. 

Our work in this school follows 
Christ’s teachings. We are even 
called to action in Mark 10:45 “For 
even the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve.” 

Personally, I feel that the Fairtrade 
group is a fantastic example of how 
our values and teachings are being 
put into practice. 

        South Africa Visit

Wednesday 17 June 2015 saw 
fourteen students from St. Mary’s, 
Menston embark on a journey 
to South Africa to deliver a 
leadership programme to a high 
school in one of South Africa’s 
poorest rural areas, as part of the 
Bambisanani Partnership. The 
project, set up by David Geldart, 
Assistant Headteacher, has seen 
St. Mary’s and Mnyakanya High 
School working in collaboration 
for the last nine years. This year’s 
visit was led by Mrs Chattoe and 
supported by Mr Wilkes and Mr 

Pringle from St. Mary’s, along with 
Andrew Lockwood, University of 
Leeds, Professional Development 
Manager.  

St. Mary’s students Thomas Brady, 
Jessica Carroll, Chris Chavez-
Cronin, Ben Cheetham, Marienn 
Collins, Joseph Copsey, Dominique 
Cunningham, Will Giles, Niall 
Hogan, Hannah Jowett, Mitchell 
Lofthouse, Elliot Mulligan, 
Rebecca Still and Lucy Tindale 
used sport and literacy to develop 
and promote education, leadership, 
health and global understanding to 
the school children in the Nkandla 
region of Kwa Zulu Natal.

As part of the programme, the 
St. Mary’s students prepared 
curriculum lessons for the learners 
from Mnyakanya.  The lessons 
delivered were varied and included 
how the heart works, surface area 
and volume, a music lesson which 
included thirty people playing the 
kazoo, bracelet making and an 



Economics lesson which taught 
the South African students about 
production lines.  All the lessons 
were engaging, interactive and 
were delivered brilliantly by the St. 
Mary’s students.

Throughout the ten-day visit the 
St. Mary’s team taught South 
African students how to play 
rounders, handball and tag rugby.  
The finale of the visit was for 
Mnyakanya High School to host 
a Sports and Literacy Festival for 

hundreds of local primary school 
children, which they did with 
tremendous success.  Developing 
leadership and inspiring students 
through sport and education was 
what the Bambisanani Partnership 
set out to do and watching the 
performances of the South African 
students, proved its success.  The 
St. Mary’s students had delivered 
and made a real difference. They 
had empowered the young African 
learners and given them a range of 
skills which will help them as they 
continue their journey through 
high school.

The St. Mary’s team also worked 
at an orphanage during their visit. 
The Zulufadder Orphanage and 
Day Care Centre is an organisation 
which supports and cares for HIV/
AIDS orphans and vulnerable 
children throughout Kwa Zulu 
Natal. The St. Mary’s students 
spent time singing, dancing and 
reading with the children.  The visit 
to Zulufadder was a hard-hitting 
reminder of the disparity between 
our world and theirs. However, 
despite the hardship, St. Mary’s 
discovered that people working 
together can make a difference 
and that the good work of the 
Bambisanani Partnership must 
continue.

The visit to South Africa clearly 
had a tremendous impact on the St. 
Mary’s students:

“We were welcomed wherever we 
went with such warmth over eight 
and a half thousand miles away, with 
dancing, singing and care. South 
Africa may not be a rich country in 
terms of money but we found it is 
rich in its culture, landscapes and 
people. For me it was about how, 
through playing sport together, the 
differences in our language, culture 
and backgrounds were forgotten. It 
was about the eagerness of primary 
school children to read a book 
together. It was about meeting 
workers from the orphanage who had 
complete faith, love and commitment 
for the children. I will never forget 
the sound of more than thirty kazoos 
buzzing through South Africa’s 
national anthem, or the roof raising 
choral singing, guitar miming and 
rapping that formed the final concert 
performed for us.”
Marienn Collins

“The perseverance of the students to 
learn under difficult circumstances 
is truly inspiring. What hit home 
most was the fact that they carry one 
small cloth with them at all times, 
using one side to clean their face and 
the other to clean their shoes. This 
dedication should inspire us all.”
Elliot Mulligan

“I have made friends with people I 
never thought I would - African and 
English alike. I knew this trip would 
change me but I could never have 
guessed how much, from having new 
Zulu style dance moves to having 

Sports Festival at Mnyakanya High School



more confidence in myself being with 
unknown people and in a completely 
new environment.  I have grown 
from being in this country with such 
inspiring people.”
Rebecca Still

David Geldart, founder of the 
partnership said:

“I would like to thank all involved 
in this year’s visit, both here and in 
South Africa.  Staff and students 
from both schools have yet again gone 
the extra mile to develop our joint 
work.  This Partnership is about two 
schools from very different parts of the 
world, working together and learning 
together.  This year, the bar has been 
raised even higher.  My experience 
is that there is no shortage of young 
people waiting to make a difference 
in the world.”

Andy Lockwood, Leeds University 
said:

“The Partnership is truly special and 
has a real impact on the students 
both at St. Mary’s and out in South 
Africa.  The regard in which the 
programme is held at Mnyakanya 
speaks for itself.  The work of St. 
Mary’s and the people involved in 
the programme is inspiring and 
invaluable.  Working with both 
the Partnership has been truly 
enlightening and something I will 
take with me for the rest of my life.  
I am sure that this feeling will be 
with all those at home and abroad 
who have been involved in the 
programme.  St. Mary’s school offers 
something really special.

I am very keen to establish formal 
links between St. Mary’s and the 
University of Leeds to look at how we 
can work together to provide a range 
of opportunities for both St. Mary’s 
and Leeds University students.” 

Next year will be the 10th 
Anniversary of the Bambisanani 
Partnership.

        Bambisanani Album

This summer, the Bambisanani 
Partnership launched an exciting 
new project that will last 
approximately 18 months. 2016 
will see the release of a music 
album, which has already begun to 
create great musical and learning 
opportunities for students of both 
St. Mary’s and Mnyakanya High 
School.

The album will feature 12 original 
tracks:
• 4 composed by students of  
 St. Mary’s
• 4 composed by students of  
 Mnyakanya High School
• 4 collaborative    
 compositions between both  
 schools.

The album will be professionally 
produced and mastered with 
CD copies being manufactured 
to sell and raise funds for the 
Bambisanani Partnership. The 
album will also be available 
worldwide on iTunes, Apple Music 
and Spotify.

“The work has already begun, with 
the winning compositions being 
chosen. Production of the numerous 
compositions is due to begin 
in October 2015. Look forward to 
hearing it!”
Mr Dobson, Music Teacher       

     Connecting Classrooms  
     By Miss Burton, 
      Geography Subject Leader

In March I and Miss Hobson 
from Beachwood Primary 
School were fortunate enough to 
travel to South Africa as part of 
the British Council’s Connecting 
Classrooms project. For seven  
days we had the amazing 
opportunity to explore the 
region’s natural beauty, immerse 
ourselves in local cultures 
and work with some fantastic 
educators at a number of schools 
in the Nkandla region. I was 



development in the classroom.

St. Mary’s has a long history 
of a number of international 
initiatives including 
Bambisanani, the Comenius 
project linking European 
students together, Connecting 
Classrooms and, more recently, 
the Fairtrade Schools Award. As 
part of the Expert Centre status, 
St. Mary’s will deliver training to 
schools who sign up to the 
scheme and work with them to 
develop their international work. 

Mr Tunnecliff recently attended 
a conference in Coventry with 
other expert centres which 
helped with networking 
and sharing good practice. 
He presented a session on 
incorporating values into the 
school ethos, using our own 8 
values as a starting board. 

Mr Tunnecliff is eager to hear 
from any primary or secondary 
schools interested in joining 
the St. Mary’s network. More 
information can be found on the 
school website:

stmarysmenston.org/glp

Mr Beardsley, Headteacher said: 
“We are delighted to have been 
appointed as a lead school for the 
Global Learning Programme. This 
will enable St. Mary’s to build 
on considerable strengths that 
already  exist, as well as working 
with other schools to develop their 
partnerships.” 

brought the good weather with 
them and the sun shone for their 
whole visit. They really enjoyed 
their visit to the UK and we all 
look forward to meeting up with 
them again next year in Ghana.     

Global Learning Programme

St. Mary’s Menston has been 
recognised for its international 
contribution.

In June 2015, St. Mary’s was 
invited to become an Expert 
centre for the Global Learning 
Programme. 

This is a government funded 
programme encouraging 
students in key stages 2 and 
3 to become more involved 
with international work. The 
government believes that every 
child growing up in the UK 
should have the opportunity to 
learn about the world around 
them. The Global Learning 
Programme aims to help young 
people understand their role in 
an interdependent world, develop 
an awareness of sustainability 
and globalisation, enable teachers 
to move away from a charity 
to a  partnership mentality 
and explore different models of 

very impressed by the high 
standards of the pupils at both 
Ntolwane Primary School and 
Mnyakanya High School and 
how talented they are. 

We also visited Zulufadder, a day 
care centre set up for orphans 
and vulnerable children. Popi 
was a very happy lady and the 
children were very lively and 
clearly loved spending time at 
the centre. We were able to play 
games outside and the children 
showed us their super writing 
and excellent songs!

In June we were lucky enough to 
have 3 visitors from South Africa 
and 2 from Ghana come and visit 
us in Leeds. They visited St. Mary’s 
for two days where they had the 
opportunity to take part in lessons, 
tour the school, meet the staff and 
students and attend after school 
activities. On an evening, staff from 
St. Mary’s were on hand to show 
them the sights of the local area, 
visiting Ilkley and then Bolton 
Abbey on the final day.

To end the trip Mr Dobson 
organised an array of musical 
performances from our students. 
The visitors were very impressed 
with the talents of our students 
and Eunice even got up to sing the 
South African National Anthem for 
our students. The visitors definitely 



“As Lay Chaplain I am privileged to 
come to Lourdes with young people 
who are at varying stages of their 
faith journey. For them to have the 
opportunity to be in the company 
of 400 other young Catholics from 
our Diocese High Schools away from 
comparison, often criticism and the 
general stresses of everyday life, frees 
them up to rediscover themselves, who 
they are and their relationship with 
Christ. In Lourdes they see God’s love 
in action. They lose themselves in the 
selfless giving to others;  listen to the 
stories of their Pilgrims, witness the 
generosity and professionalism of those 
who give up their time and expertise 
in Hospitality and find comfort 
and new meaning in the Mass and 
Sacraments and they enjoy their 
friends and make new friendships. I 
see little miracles occur as the week 
goes on. One student said, “ it was 
class!  Lourdes made me proud to be 
part of something so big that included 
so many different people who are 
there for the same reason. I now 
understand the significance of faith in 
everyone’s lives.”
Mrs Findlay

Charlotte Hunt, local GLP 
advisor remarked of St. Mary’s: 

“St. Mary’s was invited to become 
an expert centre in recognition of 
their longstanding commitment to 
global learning. Global learning 
has been embedded into the whole 
school ethos, into the curriculum 
and is very apparent in the school 
environment.”

As well as receiving free training 
on international work, schools 
who choose to sign up will also 
receive £500 worth of 
professional development tools 
and guidance to development 
global learning in their school 
and an award logo for their 
school website. 

“The school is really excited to be 
embarking on this new initiative. 
It will help us to share our 
experience with others, as well as 
move closer towards our vision of 
becoming a world class Catholic 
school.” said Mr Tunnecliff.

        Lourdes Pilgrimage

The 76th Diocese of Leeds Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes


