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Dear Parents                                                                                                      13 December 2016 
 
At the end of a busy term I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year and thank you for your continued support as our students have settled into 
Year 10 studies. The year so far has been very rewarding, with many achievements both 
academically and in extra-curricular activities. I have been impressed, by the commitment, motivation 
and enthusiasm demonstrated so far by the students since they returned to school following the long 
summer holiday. They are engaged in their learning and are becoming focused and independent 
learners.  
 
The assessment grades which you received recently should indicate the progress that your child is 
making. One of the biggest challenges facing this particular cohort of students is understanding the 
new grading system implemented by government. As a school, the teaching staff are working very 
hard to stay abreast of all the changes in each subject and are endeavouring to keep you informed of 
these as and when they are implemented. Given that in many subjects the finer details of the course 
requirements and boundaries between the levels is still being developed, probably the most useful 
measure is the attitude to learning grades, which often directly correlates with achievement and 
progress. We can’t ask more of students who are already giving their best efforts. The vast majority of 
the year group is working hard and is on track to achieve a very good set of grades in the summer of 
2018. Where there are indications of underachievement, or concerns being raised about lack of 
engagement within a subject, appropriate support and intervention will take place during the course of 
the year. 
 
Many students have been involved in a wide range of fundraising activities during our Advent appeal 
as well as collecting items for Christmas Hampers. The amount of activity outside the classroom is 
wonderful at this time of year as pupils raise money to support our chosen school charities:Martin 
House Children’s Hospice, Catholic Care, CAFOD and St. Gemma’s Hospice. Planning for the annual 
Lourdes Pilgrimage has begun in earnest and we have seen a really positive response from the 
participating students. I know it was incredibly difficult for Mrs Findlay to narrow down the number of 
pupils who will go on the Pilgrimage due to the nature of the absolutely superb applications. It is a real 
privilege to be able to support the Diocese in this way and I am sure that our representatives will be a 
credit to us all. 
 
It is pleasing to see that participation in extra-curricular opportunities continues to be a significant 
priority for many Year 10 students: many of whom have opted to get involved in the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award and the newly launched Global Warriors programme. The volunteers in the 
Newman group have continued to play an important role in supporting the life of the school and 
numerous students have participated in leading aspects of assemblies, services and school council 
meetings. Some Year 10 students are busily preparing for the whole school production of “Fame”, 
which is already looking amazing in its rehearsal stages and we hope to see you there for the 
performance nights in February. Others have been hosting our European neighbours through the 
French exchange visit. I am very much looking forward to seeing our Year 10s travel to Europe as 
they embrace the different cultures that our school so heavily promotes.  We always try to celebrate 
student achievement at St. Mary’s and our students should be congratulated for their input into extra-
curricular activities when studies are so important: they are generally finding a healthy balance 
between the two.  We like to hear about pupils’ success outside school so please do not hesitate to 
contact me in school to inform me of these so that we can respond. 
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Looking ahead, Parental Consultations are scheduled to be in March 2017 when we can give a good 
indication of progress: in the meantime please contact myself if you have any concerns. There will be 
a period of formal trial examinations in June. 
 
I hope that all students relax and rest during the Christmas break so that they return ready to face the 
challenges that the rest of the year will bring. Thank you again for your continued support this term 
and I wish you a peaceful and holy Christmas and a very happy New Year. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs S Carmichael 
Student Progress Leader, Year 10  
 


