
 

 
protected – destroy by shredding 

O:\COMMUNICATION\General Letter\2016-17\Summer Letters\Year 10.doc 

Dear Parents         18 July 2017 
 
Year 10 
 
As the academic year draws to a close, it is good to reflect on all that the students have experienced 
and accomplished this year. Certainly, the start of Year 10 in September seems a long time ago and 
much has happened this year. 
 
This week has been even more busy than usual with all of Year 10 ‘off timetable’ to make the most of 
a wide range of visitors and guest speakers, who have kindly come into school to pass on their 
experience and their insider knowledge of a wide range of career routes and post 16 possibilities. 
Having spoken to the Year group earlier in the term, it was clear that given the wide range of potential 
routes and new opportunities many students were feeling slightly overwhelmed by ‘what next’. 
Hopefully this week will point them in the right direction and the summer give them enough time to do 
some independent research and goal setting. For those students who have indicated that they would 
like some 1:1 support next term, I have given an additional research task and ‘help sheet’ and will 
begin to offer more personalised support as the next academic year settles. 
 
For many students, Year 10 has been a real opportunity to travel and explore new places before year 
11. We have seen our linguists take part in exchanges to France and Germany, our Geographers go 
to Italy and enjoyed a very successful pilgrimage to Lourdes. 
 
In preparation for Year 11, I know that many of you will need to update and replace uniform. Before 
money is spent, please look carefully at the uniform requirements which are in the current planner on 
page 35 and on the website. We are very proud of our uniform and the way in which it identifies us as 
a community within the wider community. Therefore we have very high expectations and high 
standards. Students are required to wear shoes, not pumps or trainers. School skirts should be at an 
appropriate length. Jean style trousers and fitted shirts are not acceptable. Students are expected to 
be in school ready and prepared to work so extremes of fashion are not appropriate, and hair styles 
should also reflect this. Facial piercings are not acceptable in school, and no student at St Mary's will 
be able to take part in Physical Education and sport if they are wearing any jewellery. No earrings or 
studs can be left in the ears, no necklaces, no watches, no charity bands or anything which PE staff 
deem dangerous. This is in line with updated health and safety regulations set nationally. We will also 
continue to maintain that ‘phones are not to be turned on or used within school. If there is an 
emergency or problem where a student feels they need to contact home, staff are more than willing to 
provide access to a telephone and are then in a position to offer that child the appropriate support and 
advice. 
 
As the year draws to a close, we are working together over the year to show generosity and team 
spirit by raising money for our Year group charities The Sylvia Wright Trust, and are setting our sight 
on raising £1000 by the end of our year 11.  We are hopeful that this partnership between our 
students and Sylvia’s school will continue to grow and develop next year and are looking ahead 
towards a potential trip to see where our money is spent in the 6th form. Before the summer break 
arrives, we have still to celebrate our school Feast Day, so there is still plenty to be getting on with as 
the term draws to a close. Year 10 progress data will also be issued this week and reading the data I 
am encouraged by the academic progress demonstrated by the vast majority of students who have 
persevered throughout Key Stage 4. It is obviously important that the pupils prepare thoroughly for 
practice assessments and that they follow the advice and guidance provided by their subject teacher 
so that they are developing the necessary exam skills. Please try to avoid arranging holidays during 
term time for the remainder of Key Stage 4:  such absence can be disruptive to pupils’ learning and 
can lead to them missing important subject matter.  
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I fully appreciate that Year 11 can be stressful at times and that all the current changes to 
qualifications and gradings only add to the uncertainty. We will be doing our utmost next year to 
ensure that all our students are able to reach their potential and to achieve all that they are capable 
of, and that you as families are kept as up to date as we are. Please get in touch if you do need 
clarification about progress and qualifications, and if you feel your child is struggling at any point next 
year.  
 
I hope that you all have a relaxing and enjoyable summer break, and are ready for all that the new 
academic year will bring. Year 11 students will return to school on Wednesday 6 September. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs S Carmichael 
Student Progress Leader, Year 10  

 

 

 

 

 
 


