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Dear Parents                                                                                                                     27 March 2018 
 
Year 10  
 
Even with an unprecedented number of snow days, the spring term has been exceptionally busy; a 
combination of academic and extracurricular activities that have allowed students to continue to strive 
towards their GCSEs and to enjoy all the special trips, exchanges, events and performances that St 
Mary’s offers.   
 
Thank you for your attendance at the recent Year 10 Parental Consultation. Mr Beardsley spoke to 
the pupils after the evening to congratulate them on their participation and to relay thanks to you. Staff 
commented on the positive, timely and beneficial conversations and the support shared between 
parents, carers and teachers. As we approach the exams and the crucial final year before GCSEs, it 
is important that this continues and if there is anything that you need to discuss, as a result of 
Parents’ Evening, please do not hesitate to contact me or the relevant Faculty Leader. This summer 
will see Year 10 sitting trial exams in the Sports’ Hall, in preparation for Year 11. There is significant 
pressure at this time so I would encourage students to make effective use of their time outside of 
school, striking a comfortable balance between study and, just as importantly, rest and self-care. 

 
Outside of the classroom, all the students involved on language exchange visits have had a 
marvellous time and have learnt so much about European education, history and culture. Miss Parlby 
and Mrs Beesting were incredibly impressed with the way everyone participated and especially how 
pupils made sure that everyone was included in a whole range of activities. I would like to thank both 
members of staff for the massive amount of time and thought that went into organising the trips and to 
you for being such lovely and amenable hosts. I hope all of the friendships will continue to develop 
through correspondence in several forms and the pupils will continue to bolster their language skills 
(although I’m not sure how much you learn through Snapchat translate!)  
 
Our next French trip will be the pilgrimage to Lourdes in July. The pilgrims have started their journey, 
listening to speakers and finding out more about Bernadette, the apparitions and the work of the 
Leeds Diocese. The pilgrims will lead the Stations of the Cross this Holy Week and continue to work 
to understand their faith. Lourdes is such a special place and I know they will be thoroughly rewarded 
by their participation. 
 
One of the highlights of the term has been the ‘Lord of the Flies’ production, which was precociously 
sinister and showcased the real talent that we have in the year group. The performances were 
startling and beautifully crafted and brought a tear to Miss Andrew’s eye. Well done to all involved – I 
cannot wait to see what you perform next year.   
 
Finally, as you are aware, there is a close correlation between good progress and good attendance, 
especially with the bulk of the GCSE content and skills being taught in Year 10. With this in mind, we 
continue to work with our Attendance Officer and outside agencies to encourage all students to attend 
school and we will challenge attendance of less than 95%. Even one day off school equates to five 
hours work needing to be copied up and anecdotal help and discussion being missed; even a small 
number of missed days can result in additional pressure and stress as students try to catch up. 
Practical lessons, discussion and interaction between students and staff cannot be replicated.  Please 
support us with this. 
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I hope you have a relaxing Easter break. I look forward to welcoming back the students: I am sure 
they will be grateful for the rest as this has been a very busy term: however I am sure that it will feel 
like only a blink of an eye before the students are preparing for final Year 11 GCSE examinations. 
 
I wish you and your family a restful and Holy Easter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mrs R Burrows 
Student Progress Leader, Year 10 
 


