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Dear Parents         13 December 2016 
 
As the end of a long and busy term approaches, it is good to reflect upon all that the pupils have 
achieved so far in Year 11. Pupils returned from the summer holidays ready and prepared to meet the 
challenges of what is a highly demanding year, the implementation of our new behaviour policy has 
proved very successful, despite being in its infancy Year 11 students have understood its purpose 
and the positive impact it has had on their education. I have been very pleased with the uniform, 
effort, behaviour and attitude displayed by the majority of the year group. 
 
Year 11 should be proud of their efforts leading up to and during the trial exams which have taken 
place over the last fortnight. Their conduct during the exams has been impressive and I hope that 
students are rewarded for their efforts in the results they achieve and use the feedback from staff to 
help them prepare for the summer examinations. 
 
Pupils have also been completing their Controlled Assessments in many subjects during timetabled 
lessons as a requirement of their examinations.  You will have received the first set of Year 11 
predicted grades in November which identifies the most likely grade that pupils will achieve if they 
continue to work as currently.  
 
The Year 11 Form Tutors are extremely dedicated and committed to the welfare and progress of their 
form pupils and I am very fortunate to have such a positive team supporting the year group. Form 
Tutors check planners on a regular basis, liaising with myself as necessary and subject teachers use 
the planner to make parents/carers aware of any issues or concerns.  
 
As we prepare for GCSE examinations I welcome your support in ensuring that pupils continue to 
maintain their high standards of uniform.  Should pupils need to wear trainers for the day, there needs 
to be an accompanying note in the pupil’s planner. 
 
As well as the academic side of school, the usual vast array of activities and opportunities are on-
going. Rehearsals for ‘Fame’, the next school production, are progressing well with many Year 11 
pupils involved in all aspects of the production.  Year 11 musicians and singers have been preparing 
for the annual carol services and concerts and the PE department have been busy supporting 
matches and training for all the sports teams. There have been record numbers of pupils expressing 
interest and getting involved in school activities much further afield. Fund-raising projects have 
commenced in preparation for the World Challenge trip to Costa Rica and Nicaragua and the 
Bambisanani visit to South Africa, both in 2018. 
 
The Advent appeal is also well underway at St. Mary’s raising valuable funds for worthwhile charities 
that, as a school community, we support. Clearly our Year 11 pupils are committed to grasping all the 
opportunities available to them and making the most of the huge range of extra-curricular activities on 
offer. These opportunities are often only available due to staff being extremely generous of their own 
time. I would like to personally thank them for going the extra mile in supporting all these enriching 
activities.   
 
It is always nice for me to hear about success away from the school setting and I take great pleasure 
in promoting the positive values that our pupils display. Numerous times this academic year I have 
received emails from the general public informing me of our Year 11 pupils supporting members of 
the community. Often it is difficult to identify who this applies to as names are sometimes missed, but 
if this applies to your son or daughter, we are very proud of them. 
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Looking ahead, it is a time where important decisions need to be made by the students regarding 
future career pathways.  In order to provide support, all pupils along with their parents/carers will 
receive an invitation to an individual meeting with a member of the senior leadership team or sixth 
form team to review the results of the mock examinations and discuss the options available.  Parents 
will have received a letter relating to this from Mr Sinnett. 
 
I hope that all Year 11 pupils have the opportunity to rest, relax and recharge their batteries over the 
break in preparation for all the challenges ahead. I appreciate that supporting children in this crucial 
year can present its own trials so please get in touch if we can be of further assistance.   
 
I wish you and your family health, happiness and peace for Christmas and the New Year.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr G Wilkes 
Student Progress Leader, Year 11  
 
 


