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Dear Parents         2 April 2019 
 
Year 11 
 
In many ways, although we are at the end of term, and the Easter holidays looming, I appreciate that 
this year the ‘holidays’ will be much more an opportunity to get on with revision and preparation for 
the up-coming exams. Students have been given their examination timetables, had the expectations 
for the exam season explained, and should be well on their way to having organised their revision 
programme. We are very mindful of how stressful and difficult the next few weeks will be at St. Mary’s 
and wish to do all that we can to be supportive and positive for our students. It is essential that in the 
midst of studying, the pupils make time for relaxation and rest, and stick to the basics of healthy 
eating and plenty of sleep. As with most things, balance is the key. The other invaluable thing that all 
the pupils will need as we approach the GCSE exam period is support - this is particularly vital 
through the Easter holidays as they may be away from their peers for over two weeks so your help in 
this is greatly appreciated.  
 
There has continued to be a significant number of pupils attending morning English and maths 
intervention and I have been pleased with the number of students who have been making the most of 
the additional study sessions and revision lessons that have been taking place after school and during 
lunch. Following the successful implementation of a compulsory study programme last year, a similar 
programme will be followed this year. Once the summer exams have started, the usual student 
timetable will alter and be replaced by a focused subject specific timetable that closely reflects the 
exam timetable. This involves a series of targeted compulsory revision sessions running parallel to 
existing lessons until May half term. At that point, the usual lessons will cease and the remaining 
revision schedule will be given over to subject areas who will deliver further sessions alongside 
independent revision. Listening to the feedback from last year, this was well-received by the pupils 
who appreciated the blend of teacher support and the opportunity to prepare at home. 
 
As I'm sure you are already aware, upon the conclusion of the busy GCSE exam schedule the pupils 
will all have the opportunity to celebrate with their friends as they attend their own Prom. This is 
something that was very successful last year and I have no doubt that this year will be just as 
entertaining and enjoyable for all. I would urge the pupils to behave responsibly and take care to 
ensure everyone's safety but it is certainly an event that will cap a wonderful and rewarding five years 
at St. Mary's school.  
 
We can’t ask more of students who are already giving their best efforts. The majority of the year group 
is working hard and is on track to achieve a set of grades in the summer they can be proud of and will 
allow them to continue their learning journey where they wish. Where there are indications of 
underachievement, or concerns being raised about lack of engagement within a subject, appropriate 
support and intervention will continue to take place over the coming weeks. Please get in touch if you 
have concerns or queries over the next few weeks; I realise that it is a tough time for parents and 
carers too. I wish you all a happy Easter. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr R Nield 
Student Progress Leader, Year 11  

 


