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Dear Parents         16 July 2019 
 
Year 12 
 
It feels like we have reached the end of another school year in no time at all, and yet much has 
happened in that time that is worth celebrating.  Students are now over half way through their time in 
sixth form, and it is easy to see the changes that these eleven months have wrought in their 
confidence and maturity.  Many now also have a clear and tangible goal in their sights for where they 
wish to be heading after they have completed all their exams next summer, and are therefore clear 
about what they need to achieve over the coming academic year. 
 
Work Experience 
The work experience week has again been very successful with students taking up opportunities at a 
really wide range of places: shadowing consultants on hospital wards, crafting dreamcatchers with 
children at local primary schools, working on a farm in Dorset, shadowing judges and working with 
lawyers in London, sitting in with social workers on rehabilitation meetings with youth offenders, or 
offering sailing instruction, amongst many, many other interesting roles.  We hope that this has 
provided students with a really valuable insight into the world of work, honing their transferable skills 
and helping them to reflect on their own post-18 pathways and goals, giving them the motivation and 
drive to succeed through their final year of compulsory education. 
 
Head Girl and Head Boy 
There was an exceptionally high calibre of competition for the posts, but the outcome of the staff and 
student vote was for Louisa Morris as head girl and Tom Allan as head boy.  Their deputies are May 
Gavin and Ciaran Hammond.  We know that they will all do a fantastic job representing the student 
body at various events; we are very pleased to have them as ambassadors for our school and we 
look forward to working with them over the coming months. 
 
Bambisanani Trip 
Wednesday 5 June saw sixteen Year 12 students leave for a ten day visit to the Kwa Zulu Natal 
region of South Africa as part of the Bambisanani Partnership. Students from St Mary’s worked with 
four students from Eshowe High School to use sport as a way of promoting education, health, 
leadership and global citizenship. Students delivered a leadership programme to thirty South African 
learners which culminated in a Sports and Reading Festival for over one hundred and fifty primary 
school children. The St. Mary’s students were fantastic ambassadors for the school: their kind-
heartedness, emotional intelligence and energy were outstanding, and Mrs Chattoe, Mr Dobson and 
Miss Wood are incredibly proud of all the students’ work. You can visit the blog that was kept whilst 
away at https://ekhulaeafrika.wordpress.com/. 
 
Lourdes 
The pilgrimage to Lourdes in the south of France was yet again a really amazing trip with a group of 
really mature and committed students, who gave their time and energy willingly to helping other 
pilgrims in hospitality, with early mornings and late finishes.  They have developed enormously, both 
personally and in their spiritual journey.  They showed exactly what St Mary’s students are capable of: 
care, courage and reliability.  Well done!  The students were accompanied Miss Devenish, Miss 
Jefferies, Mrs Findlay, Mr Lavery and Father John. 
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September 
For Year 13, the new term will start on Wednesday 4 September.  Students will continue to register in 
forms in the morning at 8:35. We are really excited to be able to continue with the form system into 
Year 13 as the relationship with the form tutor is a really valuable one; in addition to sharing news and 
information about various opportunities, the form tutor helps students with their learning and progress 
from a different perspective to individual subject teachers.  Additionally, it will be the form tutor who 
will be helping students write their personal statement and who will use their knowledge of the student 
to compile their school reference.  If your son/daughter is applying for a university course, then we 
would appreciate your support in helping them over the summer to decide on courses and 
universities, and with writing their personal statement; the sooner the application can be sent off, the 
stronger the chance they stand of being offered a place on the course of their choice. 
 
We wish you all a very happy summer holiday, and look forward to seeing fresh-faced Year 13 
students in September, ready to work together towards success through their final year of school.  
 
Yours sincerely,     

 
 
 

Mr J Trickett 
Assistant Director of Sixth Form 
 
 
 


