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Dear Parents                                                                                                                 14 July 2015 
 
Year 7 
I cannot believe that we are in the final week of Year 7 and expect that you feel the same!  The year 
has flown by – packed with activities and opportunities for all our young people and it will culminate 
this week with three very special events:  Sports Day, the Year 7 Celebration Awards and Feast Day.  
You will have received your child’s report today.  I hope that you will be very pleased with the 
academic and pastoral progress they have made across the year, with specific targets to develop in 
Year 8. 
 
This academic year has been a very special time at St Mary’s.  As part of our 50th Anniversary 
celebration, Bishop Marcus Stock led a Mass to bless the school at the end of June.  The Year 7s 
were a credit to us all.  Despite extremely hot conditions, they welcomed the Bishop and esteemed 
clergy and guests with a ‘Guard of Honour’ and lined the corridors from the Chapel to the Sports Hall.  
It was a memorable moment.  Mrs Findlay commented on how wonderful the Year 7 pupils had been 
and how they had ‘delighted’ the new Bishop with their responsiveness to the occasion and their 
respectful demeanour.  I know that many of you attended the school as pupils and there was a real 
sense of community and familial continuity on the day, as there have been with all the anniversary 
celebrations this year. 
 
This Mass will be complemented by a Liturgy on Feast Day, to reflect on this academic year and our 
wider involvement in the history of the school.  Feast Day is such a jubilant end to the year, beginning 
with the Liturgy and then moving on to activities ranging from climbing and dodgeball to ‘wet sponges’ 
and ‘nice nails’! The afternoon ‘talent concert’ (much more talent being displayed by the students than 
the staff acts!) always leaves everyone proud to be part of the St. Mary’s family. 
 
Other events of note this term have included the Key Stage Three production of ‘Flour Babies’.  It was 
a tremendous evening with some skilled, mature and nuanced performances – and lots of lines to 
learn.  Special credit must be given to Theo Labett in the lead role. Hopefully many of those who 
participated will be encouraged and enthused enough to audition for next year’s big production.  I 
know that there has been a very positive response to the auditions for ‘Romeo and Juliet’ which will 
be performed at the Carriage Works in Leeds in November.  
 
The Year 7s have also enjoyed a visit to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park as part of their Geography 
curriculum this term.  I was fortunate enough to accompany ‘North Side’ and I was proud of their good 
manners and enthusiasm.  Miss Burton has been very pleased with the project work they have 
undertaken as a result. 
 
Over the summer term, the focus for sports has moved to Athletics and Rounders and the students 
have been making the most of the opportunity to use the sporting facilities available and try new 
disciplines.  Mr Thornton has commented on the commitment to Athletics by the Year 7s, especially 
by those who have represented the school during the citywide competitions.  Sports day will 
undoubtedly be a fantastic opportunity to see what has been achieved.  There is always such a 
positive energy as students cheer for their forms and try to break existing school records.   
 
Many of our Year 7 pupils have also been involved in transition activities this term.  Passing on their 
‘wisdom’ to the Year 6s and helping them to overcome anxieties and orientate themselves for 
September.  Miss Anderson and Mr Hamill have complimented those involved on their eloquence, 
and friendliness and for being such positive role models for their younger peers. 
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As Year 8 unfolds next year, one of the highlights of students’ time at St. Mary’s will be the 
opportunity to get out and about in the Lake District and make the most of the Outward Bound 
experience on Residential in February (possibly not in the sun, but fantastic none the less). Another 
significant focus will be preparing for and making GCSE option choices. We understand that as 
parents and carers, this is a process that you and your child will be concerned about and there will be 
lots of opportunities for discussion during the year. 
 
In preparation for Year 8, I know that many students will need to update and replace uniform. Please 
look carefully at the uniform requirements which are in the planner and on the website. We are very 
proud of our uniform and the way in which it identifies us within the wider community. Therefore we do 
have high expectations and high standards. Students are required to wear shoes, not pumps or 
trainers and school skirts should be at an appropriate length. In addition to this, boys should not have 
haircuts with a grade less than 2 and different lengths should be blended. Students are expected to 
be in school ready and prepared to work and we continue to maintain that ‘phones are not to be 
turned on or used within school.’ If there is an emergency or problem where a student feels they need 
to contact home, staff are more than willing to provide access to a telephone and are then in a 
position to offer that child the appropriate support and advice.   
 
Regrettably, we have had to say good bye to two of our Form Tutors this year: Mr Miranda and Mr 
Burns:  we thank them for their active commitment to their forms’ needs.  Next year, we will be joined 
by Mrs Askew, Miss Exworthy and Miss Devenish.  All form tutors will be sending out an e mail in 
September to introduce, or reintroduce themselves and to ensure you have an immediate point of 
contact in the school.  As ever, you are more than welcome to contact me directly, either by phone or 
email (r.burrows@stmarysmenston.org) to discuss pastoral issues or academic progress.  Thank you 
for your understanding that, as teachers, we all have restraints on our time during lessons and that 
although we are not able to return call and emails within the hour, we will endeavour to get back to 
you as soon as possible. 
 
Remember that we have a seven week holiday (yippee!) and that the academic year starts on 
Thursday 10 September for Year 8 students. Wishing you a relaxing and safe summer break with 
your families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mrs Rachael Burrows 
Student Progress Leader, Year 7 
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