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Dear Parents                                                                                                                 16 July 2019 
 
Year 7 
 
The end of the academic year is almost upon us! It has been a very busy and successful first year for 
the students in Year 7 and as we approach the summer holiday I would like to thank you for all your 
support over the year. As a year group we came together last week to recognise individual and 
collective achievement in all aspects of the curriculum in the Year 7 Achievement Assembly. It 
reminded me again of how blessed I am to have such a talented group of individuals who have settled 
in to be part of the St. Mary’s community. 
 
The year has flown by – packed with activities and opportunities for all our young people and it 
culminates this week with two celebratory events: Sports Day on Monday and Feast Day on 
Thursday, just two more occasions for students to demonstrate their abilities and to support their 
friends and peers.   
 
As part of our Feast Day celebrations, the students will take part in a Mass, to reflect on this academic 
year and our wider involvement in the catholic life of the school.  Our Year 7s have shown excellent 
leadership in their Chaplaincy and Witness activities this year, raising money for the school’s charities 
and our own year group charity, Leeds Children’s Hospital. Mrs Findlay has praised the maturity of 
the contributions that the students have made. Feast Day is such a jubilant end to the year, beginning 
with the Mass and culminating in the afternoon’s concert which always leaves everyone proud to be 
part of the St. Mary’s family. 
 
Other events of note this term have included the fantastic Key Stage 3 production on 3 July of ‘The 
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’.  It was a pleasure to watch such skilled, mature and engaging 
performances.  Hopefully, those who participated will be encouraged and enthused enough to 
audition for next year’s big production and continue to show great leadership within the Arts. I was 
extremely proud to have been there to thoroughly enjoy such a memorable performance. The hard 
work and dedication which has gone into this over the recent months was well worth it and the 
students involved should be immensely proud of what they achieved.  
 
This year’s Summer Music Concert on 9 July was another opportunity for Year 7 to showcase their 
vocal and instrumental abilities. With the pop choir, rock bands and solo singers embracing the 
opportunity to perform, it has been exciting to witness the development of their skills throughout the 
year in assemblies, rewards ceremony and events like ‘Battle of the Bands.’ Their dedication to 
practicing at lunchtimes and after school is highly commendable. 
 
Over the summer term, the focus for sports has moved to athletics and rounders; the students have 
been making the most of the opportunity to use the sporting facilities available and experience new 
disciplines. Mr Thornton has commented on the commitment to athletics by the Year 7s, some of 
whom competed at the recent Leeds Beckett Junior Girls’ Athletics competition. The PE Department 
look forward to seeing the students become more involved in the wide range of sporting opportunities 
available again in September. 
 
Many of our Year 7s have also been involved in transition activities this term either by meeting our 
feeder school ambassadors or assisting in the Year 6 transition sessions; passing on their 
experiences to the Year 6s and helping them to overcome anxieties and orientate themselves for 
September. Miss Anderson and Mrs Hayes have complimented those involved on their eloquence, 
friendliness and for being such positive role models for their younger peers. 
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As Year 8 unfolds next year, one of the highlights of students’ time at St. Mary’s will be the 
opportunity to go to Ullswater in the Lake District on the Outward Bound Residential in February 
(possibly not in the sun, but fantastic none the less). Another significant focus will be preparing for 
and making GCSE option choices. We understand that, as parents and carers, this is a process that 
you and your child will be keen to get right and there will be lots of opportunities for discussion during 
the year. 
 
In preparation for Year 8 I know that many students will need to update and replace uniform. Please 
look carefully at the uniform requirements which are in the planner and on the website. We are very 
proud of our uniform and the way in which it identifies us within the wider community. Therefore, we 
do have high expectations and standards. Students are required to wear shoes, not pumps or trainers 
and school skirts should be at an appropriate length. The new school skirts are now available from 
our official school suppliers, and can be purchased for September should you wish. It will become 
mandatory that girls wear the new school skirt from September 2020. Girls, may of course also 
continue to wear tailored black school trousers. Piercings are restricted to one piercing in each 
earlobe, cartilage piercings are not allowed to be worn. Hair has also been a contentious issue and 
students are reminded not to ask for any extremes in fashion. 
 
I hope the students take the opportunity to reflect on their successes this year and come back 
refreshed and prepared for life in Year 8 on Wednesday 4 September. Wishing you a relaxing and 
safe summer break with your families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Miss H Chrispin 
Student Progress Leader, Year 7 

 
 


