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Dear Parents         13 December 2016 
 
Year 7 
 
It has been a very eventful first term for Year 7 at St Mary’s.  From the first day of school through to 
the end of term I am proud to say how delighted I have been with the way the year group has settled 
and students seem happy in their new forms and friendship groups. I look forward to getting to know 
students better and monitoring their development. 
 
The Pantomime trip highlighted what a fantastic group of students I have the pleasure of leading. 
They were polite and respectful at all times but their sense of fun and contribution to such a joyous 
atmosphere was a delight to witness. On a daily basis I am inundated with accolades from staff, 
inviting me to their classrooms to see the work which is produced and to see for myself how much 
progress has been made.  
 
It is never easy for anybody, negotiating their way around a new building, meeting new teachers and 
learning new subjects but the confidence of most students has been a pleasure to see with some 
taking on leadership roles. The Day of Welcome was a great success with forms getting to know each 
other and form tutors seeing a different side to their new pupils. The Welcome Mass was also one of 
the highlights of the year with so many students involved in contributing to such a memorable 
evening. 
 
In October many of you will have taken the opportunity to visit school on our Open Day and saw some 
of the tremendous work Year 7 are completing in different subject areas.  Pupils are working hard in 
and out of lessons and this is evident in their predicted levels and the many positive comments staff 
pass on to me about individuals and forms as a whole.  The reports which you will receive this week 
highlight the fabulous way in which Year 7 have started at St Mary’s but also give indications of the 
individual targets for the students from January onwards. 
 
Most Year 7 pupils have, in some way, got involved in the wider life of the school; embracing the 
opportunities available to them outside of lessons by joining clubs and activities such as netball, 
football, hockey, the Global Warriors, orchestra and drama club to name but a few.  The year 7 
football team have had some notable wins over difficult opposition and the netball team have also 
started very brightly. Special mention must be made to those who have started playing in the hockey 
team with no prior experience.  The deadline has now passed for students to apply for the roles of 
Primary Peer Leaders with interviews being held in January.  Extra-curricular activities are plentiful at 
St. Mary’s and new members are always welcome in the various clubs. Students should ask if unsure 
or keep checking the Learning Platform to find out more. 
 
The Advent Appeal has been very well supported by Year 7 with many imaginative and unusual fund-
raising ideas.  These have included 7 Wharton’s Santa Dash, 7 Dickenson’s delicious bun sale and 
many thanks for your generosity in sponsoring your children for the basketball shoot.  All our school 
charities are very grateful for the help and support they receive.   
 
I am sure that next term pupils will come back refreshed and ready to learn.  Staff are also looking 
forward to meeting parents at our consultation evening, scheduled for 4.00-6.30 pm on Tuesday 25 
April 2017 for CDFG and Thursday 4 May for MPW, to discuss the progress your son or daughter has 
made. 
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I wish you and your family a very Happy Christmas and warmest wishes for 2017. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M Harvey  
Student Progress Leader, Year 7 

 


