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16 July 2013 
 
Dear Parents 
 
As we draw closer to the long summer break it is good to reflect on all that has happened over the 
term. We had our celebration assembly last week and it highlighted all the excellent achievement and 
progress that has been made by year 7 across the subject areas. Year 7 have established 
themselves as a well-rounded and positive year group who have lots to offer in the years ahead at St 
Mary’s. It became clear that 7 Moore are the form to beat next year as they successfully won both the 
‘Conduct Cup’ for highest number of net achievement points and the ‘Attendance Shield’ for best 
attendance over the year. Lily Humphries’ contributions to the life of the school over the year was 
recognised through the Pastoral Leadership award and Emilia Corkery’s success coming 4

th
 in the 

‘Spelling Bee’ national finals was also acknowledged with a special award. Kathryn Bradley also 
shared her talent and skill on the piano and reminded us why she won the Richard Meyrick 
Masterclass earlier in the year. 
 
Over the summer term, the focus on sport moves into Athletics and Rounders and the children have 
been making the most of the opportunities to get outside and use the sporting facilities available. The 
boys ended a very successful football season with Mr Pringle by winning the North West Leeds 
League . Sports day on 9 July was alive with positive energy and cheerful competition as the various 
forms came head to head across track and field events. Special mention should be made of Joe 
Gardener and Francis Westhead who smashed the existing school records and raised the bar even 
higher for next year’s new year 7s.  
 
Many students have ‘trod the boards’ and ventured on stage over the last term. One of the highlights 
was the Key Stage 3 production of ‘Childhood in three short plays’ which Miss Nichols produced and 
directed. It was a marvellous production and a great opportunity. Hopefully many of those who 
participated will be encouraged and enthused enough to audition for next year’s big production. I 
know that there was a very positive response to the auditions for Romeo and Juliet which will be 
performed at the Carriage Works in Leeds in November. There was a great night of entertainment at 
Guiseley Theatre earlier in the year and a superb performance by Hattie Barnes flew the flag for year 
7 talent. The year 7 rock band made a debut performance in the Awards Ceremony and Ben Ness’ 
brilliant vocals took us from ‘Sweet Home Alabama’ into period 2.  
 
With such a diverse range of talent to draw upon, the Feast Day celebrations and show will be one to 
look forward to and a really positive end to the academic year. The spiritual life of the school is 
fundamental to all that we do and this will be celebrated with a whole school mass in the morning. 
Activities from mountain biking, to cookery, nice nails to surfing are available before lunch and the 
final celebrations in the afternoon show. 
 
We were blessed with fantastic weather whilst at Fountains Abbey on the humanities field trip and 
made the most of exploring this fantastic location. Students were spotted interviewing ‘monks’, 
measuring halls and drawing the ruins whilst trying to decide why it should remain a World Heritage 
site. 
 
 
 
 



As year 8 unfolds next year, one of the highlights of our students’ time at St Mary’s will be the 
opportunity to get out and about in the Lake District and make the most of the outward bounds 
experience on residential in February (possibly not in the sun, but fantastic none the less). Another 
significant focus will be preparing for, and making their GCSE option choices. As parents and carers 
we understand that this is a process that you and your child will be concerned about and there will be 
lots of opportunities for discussion and information to be shared during the year. 
 
In your preparation for Year 8, I know that many of you will need to update and replace uniform. 
Before money is spent, please look carefully at the uniform requirements which are in the planner and 
on the website. We are very proud of our uniform and the way in which it identifies us as a community 
within the wider community. Therefore we do have high expectation and high standards. Students are 
required to wear shoes, not pumps or trainers. School skirts should be at an appropriate length. Jean 
style trousers and fitted shirts are not acceptable. Students are expected to be in school ready and 
prepared to work so extremes of fashion are not appropriate and hair styles should also reflect this 
approach. We will also continue to maintain that mobile phones are not to be turned on or used within 
school. If there is an emergency or problem where a student feels they need to contact home, staff 
are more than willing to provide access to a telephone and are then in a position to offer that child the 
appropriate support and advice. 
 
Your academic year starts on Thursday 5 September for Year 8 students. 
 
Have a relaxing and enjoyable summer break 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
S. Carmichael  
Student Progress Leader, Year 7 
 
 

 
 


