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Dear Parents                                                                                                        27 March 2018 
 

Year 7 
 
It has been another busy and exciting term here at St. Mary’s, with Year 7 students involved in a wide 
variety of extra-curricular activities, sporting opportunities and charity fundraising.  This term has seen 
the students continue to make very good academic progress and to achieve well in lessons.  The 
students should be commended for their demonstration of the school’s core values and it has been a 
pleasure to see so many friendships forged, as the pupils continue to mix with others within the year 
group.  The students are fortunate to have such an enthusiastic and dedicated team of Form Tutors 
and I would like to pass on my thanks for their continued hard work in ensuring that the students are 
happy and settled.  As the term has progressed, it has become evident that Year 7 are a talented 
group of young people willing to embrace the wide range of opportunities that are available to them. 
 

In the Arts, the Year 7s have been getting a taste of their first involvement in St. Mary’s school 
productions; auditions and rehearsals have recently taken place for the Year 7 and 8 drama 
production of Our Day Out and Mr Bowes has commented on making the very difficult decision of who 
to cast – such was the high calibre of the young people who tried out for parts. Please do not miss out 
on what promises to be an excellent show on 4 July.  
 

Our athletes, musicians, dancers and performers continue to receive local, national and international 
recognition. The PE department have been thrilled by the number of students who have been 
involved in extra-curricular sports and have represented the school in some way. The girls’ netball 
team has enjoyed an unprecedented amount of success and are currently top of the Leeds Netball 
League having not yet lost a game! We have also had some girls make the District Netball Team. 
Miss Mallinson (Year 7 coach) is very proud of the team and how committed they are. There has also 
been success in the cross country events. Mr Pringle is also delighted with the year 7 football team 
who currently sit second in the league. The boys are part of a proud footballing tradition at St. Mary’s 
and, having seen them play, I am extremely proud of their effort and commitment during their 
matches. 

 
The highlight of the sporting calendar is the school Sports Day in July, where students (and some 
staff) compete in a wide range of track and field events, supported and encouraged by their 
enthusiastic peers at South Leeds Stadium. 

 
This time last year, the pupils were beginning to prepare for their transition to high school, and, as the 
next transition programme begins within St. Mary’s, many of our current Year 7s will be encouraged to 
show their leadership qualities, helping and supporting the Year 6 students as they visit school for 
taster days and come to the ‘Welcome Evening’. Many of them have shown great initiative already, 
working on videos to send to the primary schools and talking to Year 6 students, reassuring them 
about how they can settle in at St Mary’s. 

 
Time passes very quickly in schools and Year 7 will very quickly find themselves preparing to be Year 
8. Whilst there are so many diverse activities during summer term, staff are very committed to 
ensuring that students continue to work hard and make academic progress. Year 7 Assessment 
Week will take place in the week commencing 16 April. It is important that students prepare 
thoroughly for these tests and use the opportunity to demonstrate their best work and be proud of 
their achievements. Students will be given specific details about what will be required from their 
subject teachers nearer the time. Good behaviour, focus and attendance are clearly important if 
students are to make the most of the opportunities available to them to learn and to succeed.  
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The summer term is always an eventful term at St. Mary’s with lots going on for all our students to get 
involved in when they return after the holidays. The spring term has been a very busy one and, with 
this in mind, I hope that all our Year 7 students will take the time to relax and reflect over the Easter 
holidays and be ready to come back with recharged batteries, ready for all of the challenges and 
opportunities that the new term will bring. Parents Evening should be a very positive experience, 
having the opportunity to discuss progress made thus far whilst also looking to establish targets for 
enjoying every future success. A reminder that the key dates are Wednesday 9 May for CDFG and 
Tuesday 22 May for MPW. 
 
I wish you all a happy and relaxing Easter with your families. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mrs M Hayes 
Student Progress Leader, Year 7 
 


