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Dear Parents                                                                                                              15 July 2014 
 
As we draw closer to the long summer break it is good to reflect on all that has happened over the 
term. We have recently held our celebration assembly and it highlighted all the excellent achievement 
and progress that has been made by year 7 across the subject areas. Year 7 have established 
themselves as a well-rounded and positive year group who have lots to offer in the years ahead at St. 
Mary’s. I was impressed by the number of students who successfully maintained 100% attendance 
over the year. It became clear that 7 Postgate are the form to watch next year as the successfully won 
both the ‘Conduct Cup’ for highest number of net achievement points and the ‘Attendance Shield’ for 
best attendance over the year. Erica Bowers’ contribution to the life of the school over the year was 
recognised through the Pastoral Leadership award. Matthew Kenneth, Jemimah Bentley and Oliver 
Barry’s contributions to the year group as positive role models was recognised through being awarded 
the School Governors award. 
 
As ever, it has been a very busy term. One of the highlights was the Key Stage 3 production of 
‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’, tickets for which sold out very quickly. It was clear to see why; 
Miss Andrews, Miss Exworthy and Mr Dobson were justifiably proud of all the students who 
participated in a very successful production. Hopefully many of those who participated will be 
encouraged and enthused enough to audition for next year’s big production. I know that there was a 
very positive response to the auditions for Romeo and Juliet which will be performed at the Carriage 
Works in Leeds in November. Many students have showcased their musical talents over the year; 
through performing at our awards ceremony, participating in the spiritual life of the school and within 
the music department. 
 
With such a diverse range of talent to draw upon, our Feast Day celebrations were a really positive 
end to the academic year. The spiritual life of the school is fundamental to all that we do and a whole 
school Mass was celebrated in the morning. Activities from dodgeball, to cookery, football, ‘nice nails’ 
to loom banding were available before lunch. A special ‘well done’ should be conveyed to Declan 
Boswell and Olivia Hallett who took to the stage and contributed to the final celebrations and finale 
concert. 
 
Over the summer term, the focus for sports moves into Athletics and Rounders and the children have 
been making the most of the opportunities to get outside and use the sporting facilities available. The 
boys ended a very successful football season with Mr Hamill and Mr Wilkes by winning the ‘Merit Cup’ 
and League. Sports day at the start of the week was alive with positive energy and cheerful 
competition as the various forms came head to head across track and field events. No doubt, cheered 
along by the good weather, the atmosphere at the John Charles Stadium was overwhelmingly 
positive. A school record was broken by Matthew Kenneth in 7 Postgate in the 800m. Matthew's time 
of 02:28.7 shaved over 7 seconds off the previous record, which was set in 2013 by Francis 
Westhead. 
 
As Year 8 unfolds next year, one of the highlights of students’ time at St. Mary’s will be the 
opportunity to get out and about in the Lake District and make the most of the Outward Bound 
experience on residential in February (possibly not in the sun, but fantastic none the less). Another 
significant focus will be preparing for, and making their GCSE option choices. We understand that as 
parents and carers, this is a process that you and your child will be concerned about and there will be 
lots of opportunities for discussion and information to be shared during the year. 
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In preparation for Year 8, I know that many students will need to update and replace uniform. As from 
September 2014 no student at St. Mary's will be able to take part in Physical Education and sport 
wearing jewellery. No earrings or studs can be left in the ears, no necklaces, no watches, no charity 
bands or anything which PE staff deem dangerous. This is in line with updated national health and 
safety regulations. Please look carefully at the uniform requirements which are in the planner and on 
the website. We are very proud of our uniform and the way in which it identifies us as a community 
within the wider community. Therefore we do have high expectations and high standards. Students 
are required to wear shoes, not pumps or trainers. School skirts should be at an appropriate length. 
Jean style trousers and fitted shirts are not acceptable. In addition to this boys should not have 
haircuts with a grade less than 2 and different lengths should be blended. Students are expected to 
be in school ready and prepared to work, so extremes of fashion are not appropriate and hair styles 
should also reflect this approach. We will also continue to maintain that ‘phones are not to be turned 
on or used within school.’ If there is an emergency or problem where a student feels they need to 
contact home, staff are more than willing to provide access to a telephone and are then in a position 
to offer that child the appropriate support and advice. 
 
The academic year starts on Thursday 4 September for Year 8 students. Have a relaxing and 
enjoyable summer break. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mrs S Carmichael 
Student Progress Leader, Year  
 
 


