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Dear Parents          13 December 2016 
Year 8 
As we approach Christmas and the end of term, school life in Year 8 is as busy as ever.  This evening is the 
Christmas Carol Service at Trinity University and it has been really gratifying to see so many of the talented Year 8 
musicians laden down with instruments this morning as they leave the school to rehearse for the event.  The 
concert is always one of the highlights of the academic year and I also look forward to the festive services in school 
at the end of this week; an excellent way to end the term.   
 
The Advent Appeal is in full swing and our forms have been busy baking cakes, selling doughnuts and organising 
whole school ‘Christmas Jumper’ days to raise those much needed and always greatly appreciated donat ions for 
our school charities.  The year group have really thrown themselves into fundraising this year and have brought in 
some fantastic donations to the ‘Shoebox Appeal’. The students are fortunate to have such an enthusiastic and 
dedicated team of Form Tutors and I would like to pass on my thanks for their continued hard work in ensuring that 
the students are supported and settled.   

 
Beyond the academic life of the school, Year 8 continue to participate in extra-curricular activities in their droves. 
Particular successes this half term have seen our girls finish second in the Leeds North West Schools Partnership 
Sportshall Athletics Championships; the boys’ football team progressing in both regional and national competitions 
and local successes for the boys’ rugby team. Lunch Time, Art, Drama and ICT clubs are always popular, along 
with high demand for Junior Orchestra and Pop Choir. The Bambisanani Bronze Award has also afforded students 
the opportunity to develop their leadership skills within the local community. I am delighted that many of our 
students have taken up my challenge at the start of their time here at St. Mary’s; to participate in at least one extra-
curricular activity. 

 
2017 has a lot of exciting things ahead.  Firstly, the trip to Ullswater, in February, where pupils will participate in a 
huge range of outward bound activities and challenges.  When Year 13 leave, they always reminisce about the 
residential and name it as a highlight of their time at St. Mary’s.  It is such an opportunity for the students to 
challenge themselves: working with different people in new environments, forging new friendships and 
strengthening existing ones.  
 
Secondly, the choice of GCSE subjects, which will ultimately shape our students’ academic futures: advice, 
information and guidance will be a crucial part of this, especially in this time of educational change.  The GCSE 
Choices Evening is on 28 February 2017 at 5.30pm and is an excellent opportunity for you to gather the 
information needed to enable you to support your child through what can be an anxious time.   
 
And finally, it would be remiss of me to sign off without commenting on the very positive behaviour and 
relationships that the Year 8 students enjoy.  The students’ conduct has been a great credit to both the school and 
to all the Year 8 families in our special community; long may this continue.  
 
The autumn term has been a very active one and, with this in mind, I hope that all our students will take the 
opportunity to relax and reflect over the festive season and be ready to come back in the New Year with recharged 
batteries, ready for all of the challenges and opportunities that the new term will bring.   
 
I wish you and your family a peaceful and happy Christmas and warmest wishes for 2017.   

 
Yours sincerely  

 
Mr T Hamill, Student Progress Leader, Year 8 


