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Dear Parents/Carers        27 March 2018 
 

Year 8 

 

The Spring Term has, as ever, been action packed and has really challenged our Year 8 students to 
become more physically resilient on residential and more academically independent by choosing 
options to determine their future. 
 

The residential to Ullswater was a hugely successful trip. The students were able to participate in a 
wide range of activities and many achieved feats that they did not think possible: from conquering fear 
of heights to pushing themselves to complete challenges on, in and around the lake. It was inspiring 
to see so many pupils stepping out of their personal comfort zones and really growing as individuals. 
As a result, students will receive their John Muir Award in their forms before the end of this term. It 
was also very rewarding for the staff accompanying the students to be able to spend time with them, 
getting to know them in a different context and to hear such positive comments from the instructors 
and centre staff about our students’ positivity, enthusiasm and personal growth. 
 

The pupils who remained in school were able to take part in a project that challenged them to think 
about their role in the world around them.  They participated in a range of activities: making tie-dye t-
shirts, learning some Korean and taking part in a sports day before finishing the week with some 
mind, body and spirit activities. 
 

One of the main priorities of this term has been to ensure that our students have the necessary 
support and information for them to undertake the process of making their choices of GCSE and 
Technical courses in anticipation of the start of Key Stage 4 next year. It was heartening to have such 
excellent attendance at both the parents’ evenings and at the options information evening. Pupils 
must also receive recognition for the mature way they have approached subject staff for advice on 
their future. We appreciate that this is a very difficult process for some students and we will continue 
to advise and clarify any course combinations and queries that have been brought to our attention. 
 

Away from the classroom, the Creative Faculty are now beginning to plan the Key Stage 3 production 
of ‘Our Day Out’ whose auditions were very well attended by students in years 7 and 8. In January I 
had the pleasure of taking my family to a pantomime in Ilkley, starring four of our students. We are 
truly blessed with the range of talent throughout the year group.  It has also continued to be a very 
busy term in terms of sport with more than 100 pupils involved in teams and extra-curricular activities. 
The netball team might be able to enjoy another season of silverware which would be just reward for 
their efforts and ability to combine teamwork with match-winning skill. 
 

Whilst there are so many fun things about summer term, staff are also very committed to ensuring 
that students continue to work hard and make academic progress. I have been extremely impressed 
with the progress made by so many students in their Growth Mindset grades and progress towards 
targets. It is important that students continue to aim high, using the opportunities to demonstrate their 
best work and be proud of their achievements. 
 

Many thanks for your on-going support and I look forward to seeing many of you at the KS3 Awards 
Ceremony which is scheduled for Tuesday evening 12 June: it promises to be a superb evening of 
celebration. 
 

Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
 

Mr M Harvey 
Student Progress Leader, Year 8 


