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Dear Parents                                                                                                                   14 July 2015 
 
Year 8 
It has been another very successful year for the students in Year 8 and as we approach the summer 
holiday I would like to thank you for all your support over the year. The vast majority of students have 
worked very hard and made the most of the various opportunities that have been available to them 
and we have a very full week ahead as the academic year draws to a close. 
 
There have been many highlights to this year. At the start of Year 8 there was a lot of apprehension 
amongst the students as they faced the daunting task of selecting their ‘option’ courses for Key Stage 
4. I have been impressed by the sensible and considered way in which they have embarked upon this 
process; they have thought carefully, sought advice and listened to the guidance given to them and 
this will ensure a confident start in September. Another highlight has been the strengthening 
friendships and the start of new ones which began in Ullswater. Hopefully this will also lay the 
foundations for a positive experience as students embark upon new courses with new classmates in 
September. 
  
Many forms have worked really well together over the last few weeks and have shown generosity and 
team spirit by raising money for the charities that St. Mary’s supports over the year. We have been 
able to collect 2 boxes of stationery which should have arrived this week in India with our 6th formers 
who are volunteering for the summer at the orphanage for hearing impaired children run by ‘The 
Sylvia Wright Trust’. We were also very lucky that Sylvia took the time to come into school to meet 
with some of our Year 8 students last week whilst she was visiting the UK. This was an excellent 
opportunity to learn firsthand about the challenges that her students face and the difference that our 
contributions will make. At last count, the year group have raised £374.02, which is enough for a 
digital hearing aid for a student in her care that will transform the life and learning opportunities for 
that child. We are hopeful that a partnership between our students and Sylvia’s school can continue to 
grow and develop next year and look forward to hearing from our 6th formers about their time in India. 
 
The Key Stage 3 Awards Evening was also a memorable event and it was my pleasure to see so 
many students receiving prizes in recognition of their outstanding efforts. 8 Postgate won the 
Attendance Shield and 8 Fisher were the winners of the Conduct Cup. Each individual award was 
thoroughly deserved and a result of demonstrating both a hard working approach to lessons and a 
positive attitude towards learning. Credit and thanks must also go to our musicians Alex Sorley, Sam 
Clifford Hassan and Sam Speed who performed so professionally on the evening. Ciaran Hammond 
was also a much deserved winner of The Jamie Payne-Ross Award that is annually presented to a 
student in recognition for excellence in sportsmanship. 
 
Another highlight this term has been the Key Stage 3 production of ‘Flour Babies’, which was a 
tremendously successful endeavour. Miss Andrews and Miss Carter were understandably immensely 
proud of all the students who participated in the production. Hopefully many of those who were 
involved will continue to take part in our performing arts programmes and will be enthused enough to 
audition for next year’s big production.  
 
This academic year has been a very special time at St Mary’s.  As part of our 50th Anniversary 
celebration, Bishop Marcus Stock led a Mass to bless the school at the end of June. Students were a 
credit to the school in their exemplary behaviour during the Mass and the visit. 
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In preparation for Year 9, I know that many of you will need to update and replace uniform. Before 
money is spent, please look carefully at the uniform requirements which are in the current planner on 
page 35 and on the website. We are very proud of our uniform and the way in which it identifies us 
within the wider community. Therefore we have very high expectations and high standards. Students 
are required to wear shoes, not pumps or trainers. School skirts should be at an appropriate length. 
Jean style trousers and fitted shirts are not acceptable. Students are expected to be in school ready 
and prepared to work so extremes of fashion are not appropriate, and hair styles should also reflect 
this. Facial piercings are not acceptable in school, and no student at St. Mary's will be able to take 
part in Physical Education and sport if they are wearing any jewellery. No earrings or studs can be left 
in the ears, no necklaces, no watches, no charity bands or anything which PE staff deem dangerous. 
This is in line with updated health and safety regulations set nationally. We will also continue to 
maintain that ‘phones are not to be turned on or used within school. If there is an emergency or 
problem where a student feels they need to contact home, staff are more than willing to provide 
access to a telephone and are then in a position to offer that child appropriate support and advice. 
 
Before the summer break arrives, we have still to celebrate our school Feast Day and enjoy all the 
challenges and entertainment that Sports Day usually entails, so there is still plenty to be getting on 
with as the term draws to a close. Year 8 school reports are issued in the final week of the academic 
year. Reading through them I was encouraged by the positive comments and excellent progress 
demonstrated by the vast majority of students who have successfully completed Key Stage 3 and 
have laid strong foundations for the challenges ahead at Key Stage 4 
 
I hope that you all have a relaxing and enjoyable summer break, and be ready for all that the new 
academic year will bring. Year 9 students will return to school on Wednesday 9 September. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs S Carmichael 
Student Progress Leader, Year 8 
 


