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Dear Parents         16 July 2019     
 
Year 8 
 
It has been another very busy and successful year for the students in Year 8 and as we approach the 
summer holiday I would like to thank you for all your support over the year.  The vast majority of 
students have worked very hard and made the most of the various opportunities that have been 
available to them. They have now successfully completed Key Stage 3 and laid strong foundations for 
the challenges ahead at Key Stage 4. 
 
I have been impressed by the sensible and considered way in which Year 8 students embarked upon 
choosing their option courses.  I understand that this can be an anxious time and a daunting process 
but students have thought carefully, sought advice and listened to the guidance given to them. 
 
Year 9 is an excellent opportunity to build upon the skills acquired in core subjects and to embark on 
some new and exciting courses.  Clearly this will bring new demands.  It is essential that they return 
after the summer ready and raring to go. 
 
The Key Stage 3 Awards Evening was an unforgettable event and it was my pleasure to see so many 
students receiving prizes in recognition of their outstanding efforts. It is always very difficult for staff to 
choose individual winners. Each award was thoroughly deserved and hopefully others have been 
inspired by their achievements.  
 
In addition to academic achievements, many students have committed themselves to the wider life 
and activities of the school.  It was rewarding to see our budding actors taking on parts in the lower 
school production of ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ and I know that the Drama department 
are already looking ahead and planning another large-scale production for the next academic year.  
 
This year’s Summer Music Concert was another opportunity for Year 8 to showcase their vocal and 
instrumental abilities. With the pop choir, rock bands and solo singers embracing the opportunity to 
perform, it is exciting to witness the development of their skills and always a pleasure to see them 
rehearse before showing off their entertaining flair in front of an audience. Their dedication at 
lunchtimes and after school is highly commendable. Year 8 have also proven themselves to be a 
talented sporting cohort and have experienced significant success on the netball court, as well as in 
football and in athletics.  
 
Many Forms have worked well together and shown generosity and team spirit by raising money for 
the charities that St. Mary’s supports over the year.  Students have shown a particular interest in the 
Bambisanani project as well as selling Fairtrade goods. I am delighted by the activities of the Global 
Warriors and Faith in Action groups who continue to work hard for the benefit of others, enriching the 
school environment. 
 
I know that for many families there will be the ritual shopping trip to buy new school uniform for 
children who are growing at an alarming rate. Please be mindful of the school’s uniform policy and 
ensure that any new items meet requirements so that all our students begin the academic year in 
September correctly attired.  We are proud of our uniform and we insist on it being worn in 
accordance with school policy.   
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New uniform items should be purchased from our official school suppliers.  Girls may, of course, wear 
the St. Mary’s uniform black skirt or choose to wear waisted black school trousers.  Sensible plain 
black shoes should be worn, not pumps or trainers. Piercings are restricted to one piercing in each 
earlobe. 
 
Year 8 school reports are issued in the final week of the academic year. Reading through them I was 
encouraged by the positive comments within many of the new-style reports and the wide range of 
additional activities which students have been involved in over the year, both in and outside school. I 
hope that you will be very pleased with the academic and pastoral progress they have made across 
the year, with specific targets to develop in Year 9.  Students should now take the opportunity to 
reflect on their successes this year and come back refreshed and prepared for life in Year 9. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to say how proud I am of the whole year group and although I am 
moving back down to be the Student Progress Leader for Year 7, this does not mean that I won’t be 
keeping a close eye on them. Mr Keefe will be taking on the role of Student Progress Leader for Year 
9. 
 
I hope that all students return to school in September, refreshed and ready to embark upon what will 
be a challenging year.  School starts on Tuesday 3 September for Year 9 students.  In the meantime, 
very best wishes for an excellent summer. 

 
Yours sincerely  

 
Mrs M Hayes 
Student Progress Leader Year 8 

 
 


