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Dear Parents                                                                                                                   19 July 2016 
 

Year 8 
It has been another very successful year for the students in Year 8 and as we approach the summer holiday 
I would like to thank you for all your support over the year. Our students have worked very hard and made 
the most of the various opportunities that have been available to them, culminating now in a very busy week.  
We have just returned from a sweltering Sports Day, where there was an electric atmosphere and much 
evidence of teamwork, cooperation and bonhomie.  Thursday will of course be Feast Day, with the 
Celebration Mass in the morning, followed by activities and of course the concert – with the final chance to 
see Mr Tunnecliff compere as a Blues Brother! 
 

At the start of Year 8 there was a lot of apprehension amongst the students as they faced the daunting task 
of selecting their option courses for Key Stage 4. I have been impressed by the sensible and considered way 
in which they have embarked upon this process; they have thought carefully, sought advice and listened to 
the guidance given to them and this will ensure a confident start in September.  
  

The Key Stage 3 Awards Evening was also a memorable event and it was my pleasure to see so many 
students receiving prizes in recognition of their outstanding efforts. We were privileged to listen to our key 
speaker, past pupil Jimmy Keinhorst and music was provided by our talented students. Credit and thanks 
must also go to Yingzhe Feng, Andrew Graham, Rachael Redmond, Georgie Carter and Sabrina Spilker, 
who performed with breathtaking maturity and confidence.  8 Dickenson won the Attendance Shield again 
and 8 Wharton were the winners of the Conduct Cup, evidenced by the kindness they show each other in 
the form and the wider school community. Each individual award was thoroughly deserved and a result of 
demonstrating both a hard working approach to lessons and a positive attitude towards learning.  
 

Another highlight this term has been the Key Stage 3 production of ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ which was 
a tremendously successful endeavour. Miss Exworthy was understandably immensely proud of her final 
production in the school, with affecting and comical performances in equal measure.  Congratulations to all 
involved - both on the stage and behind the scenes. Hopefully many of those who were involved will 
continue to take part in our performing arts programmes and will be enthused enough to audition for next 
year’s big production.  
 

Aside from Sports Day, the students have taken part in a number of extra-curricular sporting activities.  Many 
represented the school in the Leeds Schools’ Athletics competition and in rounders matches with local 
schools.  Well done to all involved.  The Jamie Payne Ross Award for outstanding contribution to Sport by a 
Year 9 student will be awarded during Feast Day.  
 

In preparation for Year 9, I know that many of you will need to update and replace uniform. Please look 
carefully at the uniform requirements which are in the current planner and on the website. We are very proud 
of our uniform and the way in which it identifies us within the wider community. Therefore we have very high 
expectations and high standards. Students are required to wear shoes not trainers. School skirts should be 
at an appropriate length. Jean style trousers and fitted shirts are not acceptable. Students are expected to 
be in school ready and prepared to work so extremes of fashion are not appropriate and hair styles should 
also reflect this. Piercings are not acceptable in school and there should be only one set of stud earrings 
worn, if desired, in the lower ear lobes.  No student at St. Mary's will be able to take part in Physical 
Education and sport if they are wearing any jewellery. No earrings or studs can be left in the ears, no 
necklaces, no watches, no charity bands or anything which PE staff deem dangerous. This is in line with 
updated health and safety regulations set nationally. We will also continue to maintain that ‘phones are not 
to be turned on or used within school. If there is an emergency or problem where a student feels they need 
to contact home, staff are more than willing to provide access to a telephone and are then in a position to 
offer that child appropriate support and advice. 
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We have already said goodbye to two of our form tutors – Mr Davies who has moved to a promoted post in 
Manchester and Miss Exworthy who has left us for an exciting trip around the world.  We wish them well.  Mr 
Steingold and Miss Quirke will take their places as tutors for Gwyn and Wharton.  I would also like to thank 
all the form tutors for their boundless energy and pastoral care.  They play such a vital part in the link 
between students, staff and home.  If you need to contact them or me please feel free to email us at the 
school. 
 
I hope that you all have a relaxing and enjoyable summer break and return ready for all that the new 
academic year will bring. Year 9 students will return to school on Tuesday 6 September. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 
Mrs R Burrows 
Student Progress Leader, Year 8 
 

 


