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Dear Parents                                                                                                                   18 July 2017 
 

Year 8 
 

The end of another academic year is almost upon us and what an impressive year our students have 
enjoyed. The past two years of Key Stage 3 have flown by; the year group have come a long way 
since our Day of Welcome in Year 7 and those first tentative steps through Pupil Reception; 
friendships have been forged and new and existing interests have been explored. It has been an 
absolute pleasure to oversee the successes of the individuals in this year group.  
 
At the start of Year 7, way back in September 2015, I set the students a number of challenges; to 
throw themselves into extra-curricular activities; to be a responsible member of the year group; to 
begin to explore what their talents are, and to begin maximizing those talents; to commit to making at 
least one act of kindness a day and to set exceptional standards of behaviour. The year group have 
worked tirelessly to meet those challenges. 
 
At the beginning of Year 8 there was a lot of excited apprehension amongst the students as they 
faced the daunting task of selecting their option courses for Key Stage 4. I have been impressed by 
the mature and considered way in which they have embarked upon this process; they have thought 
carefully, sought advice and listened to the guidance given to them and this will ensure a confident 
start in September. The Ullswater Residential or the Enrichment Programme in school was another 
challenge that the students met head on; they took themselves out of their comfort zones, throwing 
themselves enthusiastically into new experiences and, by the end of the week had grown as young 
individuals and as a collective. Thank you to Mr Steingold, who put such a diverse programme in 
place for the students who remained in school. 
  
The Key Stage 3 Awards Evening was also a memorable event and it was my pleasure to see so 
many students receiving prizes in recognition of their outstanding efforts. Credit and thanks must also 
go to Joanna Bowman, Joseph De Souza and Dominic Edwards who performed with breathtaking 
maturity and confidence. 8 Gwyn won the Attendance Shield and 8 Wharton were the winners of the 
Conduct Cup, just reward for the kindness they show each other in form and to the wider school 
community. Each individual award was thoroughly deserved and a result of demonstrating both a hard 
working approach to lessons and a positive attitude towards learning.  
 
There is a healthy, competitive drive within the year group, one which was on display on Sports Day, 
as students looked to break long-standing school records and form groups sought the coveted Sports 
Day Prize, cheering their class mates on along the way. Away from the classroom, our boys’ football 
team continue to collect local and regional honours and are a great source of pride for the school. 
We’ve also seen this year group represented on the world stage at kickboxing, Irish dancing and 
football, all fantastic achievements.  
 
Another highlight this term has been the Key Stage 3 production of ‘Alice’, which was a tremendously 
successful endeavour, the hottest ticket in town. Congratulations to all involved - both on the stage 
and behind the scenes. Hopefully many of those who were involved will continue to take part in our 
performing arts programmes and will be enthused enough to audition for next year’s big production. 
No doubt our players were inspired by the opportunity afforded to the whole year group to see 
Shakespeare in action at the West Yorkshire Playhouse; a key part of their enrichment during their 
study of ‘Romeo and Juliet’. 
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By the time you receive this letter you will be in possession of your child’s report; I hope that you will 
be very pleased with the academic and pastoral progress they have made across the year, with 
specific targets to develop in Year 9.  I hope the students take the opportunity to reflect on their 
successes this year and come back refreshed and prepared for life in Year 9. 
 
In preparation for Year 9, I know that many of you will need to update and replace uniform. Please 
look carefully at the uniform requirements which are in the current planner and on the website. We are 
very proud of our uniform and the way in which it identifies us within the wider community. Therefore 
we have very high expectations and high standards. Students are required to wear shoes not trainers. 
School skirts should be at an appropriate length. Jean style trousers and fitted shirts are not 
acceptable. Students are expected to be in school ready and prepared to work so extremes of fashion 
are not appropriate and hair styles should also reflect this. Piercings are not acceptable in school and 
there should be only one set of stud earrings worn, if desired, in the lower ear lobes.  No student at 
St. Mary's will be able to take part in Physical Education and sport if they are wearing any jewellery. 
No earrings or studs can be left in the ears, no necklaces, no watches, no charity bands or anything 
which PE staff deem dangerous. This is in line with updated health and safety regulations set 
nationally. We will also continue to maintain that ‘phones are not to be turned on or used within 
school. If there is an emergency or problem where a student feels they need to contact home, staff 
are more than willing to provide access to a telephone and are then in a position to offer that child 
appropriate support and advice. 
 
I’d like to take the opportunity to thank my wonderful form tutors for all of their hard work in the 
support and pastoral care of your sons and daughters. They have been a dedicated, supportive and 
nurturing team. Regrettably, the school says goodbye to Miss Jackson, following seven years of 
service; I am sure Postgate will miss her, as will the rest of the school community. As I also move on, 
Mr Dobson will be assuming the role of Student Progress Leader at the start of September and he is 
fully aware of the undoubted potential within this group of young people; he will keep me informed of 
their progress, albeit from a distance. 
 
Finally, I would like to pass on my thanks to the students in Year 8; it has been a privilege to be the 
Student Progress Leader of such a talented, enthusiastic and engaging year group. The two years I 
have spent overseeing their achievements and progress have been two of my best here at St. Mary’s. 
What a future you all have ahead of you. 
 
I wish you and your families a relaxing and peaceful summer break and the very best for the future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Tom Hamill 
Student Progress Leader, Year 8 
 


