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15 July 2014 
Dear Parents  
               
It has been another very busy and successful year for the students in Year 8 and as we approach the 
summer holiday I would like to thank you for all your support over the year.  The vast majority of 
students have worked very hard and made the most of the various opportunities that have been 
available to them. They have now successfully completed Key Stage 3 and laid strong foundations for 
the challenges ahead at Key Stage 4: going into Year 9 I hope they all flourish. 
 
I have been impressed by the sensible and considered way in which Year 8 students have embarked 
upon choosing their option courses.  I understand that this can be an anxious time and a daunting 
process but students have thought carefully, sought advice and listened to the guidance given to 
them. 
 
Year 9 is an excellent opportunity to build upon the skills acquired in core subjects and to embark on 
some new and exciting courses; be it through GCSE or BTEC qualifications.  Clearly this will bring 
new demands.  It is essential that they return after the summer ready and raring to go. Many courses 
will have controlled assessments, ongoing coursework requirements and some modular examinations 
which will require a determined approach and positive work ethic.  
 
The Key Stage Three Awards Evening was a memorable event and it was my pleasure to see so 
many students receiving prizes in recognition of their outstanding efforts. 8 Dickenson won the 
attendance award while 8 More were the winners of the Conduct Cup. This year’s Pastoral Award 
went to Ben Clarke for his many, various contributions to school-life while Lily Humphries was 
presented with the Governors’ Award. Each award was thoroughly deserved and hopefully others 
have been inspired by these achievements. Credit must also go to the musicians who performed so 
professionally on the evening. 
 
In addition to academic achievements, many students have committed themselves to the wider life 
and activities of the school.  It was rewarding to see our budding actors taking on parts in the lower 
school production of ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ with many others being involved in Romeo 
and Juliet at Carriageworks earlier in the school year. A big thank you must go to Miss Andrews, Miss 
Exworthy, Miss Jackson and Mr Hamill for their dedication to this side of school life. I know that the 
Drama department is already looking ahead and planning another large-scale production for the next 
academic year. 
 
Year 8 have also proven themselves to be a talented sporting cohort and have experienced significant 
success on the football pitch, comfortably winning the North West League with the help and guidance 
of Mr Pringle. Further success has been achieved in Netball, Dance and Athletics. The school sports 
day last week was an excellent day.  8 Dickenson were victorious with Joe Gardner breaking the 
school High Jump record by 8cm and Jess Tindale in 8 Wharton setting a new Shot Putt record. 
Isobelle Palmer and Samantha Breen must also be recognized for their achievements on a national 
scale in their chosen sports of Equestrian and Synchronised Swimming. 
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Going into Year 9 I would love to see as many pupils as possible involved in extra curricular activity. It 
cannot go unnoticed the massive influence that being involved in a school club has on developing the 
whole pupil. Extra curricular activities give welcome break from lessons and homework and allow for 
relationships to be built and strengthed. 
 
Many forms have worked well together and shown generosity and team spirit by raising money for the 
charities that St. Mary’s supports over the year.  Students have shown a particular interest in raising 
money for Martin House and Macmillan. It cannot go unrecognised how vital pupils are to the fund 
raising efforts in school. A special mention must go to Maya Lao in 8 Clitherow who took it upon 
herself to help organise the schools emergency appeal for the Philippines.  

 
I know that for many families there will be the ritual shopping trip to buy new school uniform for 
children who are growing at an alarming rate. Please be mindful of the school’s uniform policy and 
ensure that any new items meet requirements so that all our students begin the academic year in 
September correctly attired.  We are proud of our uniform and we insist on it being worn in 
accordance with school policy.   
 
New uniform items should be purchased from our official school suppliers.  Girls may, of course, wear 
the St. Mary’s uniform black skirt or choose to wear waisted black school trousers.  Sensible plain 
black shoes without decoration should be worn, not pumps or trainers.  Girls may wear one pair of 
studs or sleepers. In Year 9 girls are allowed to wear make up but it must be discrete. In addition to 
this boys should not have haircuts with a grade less than 2 and different lengths should be blended. 
The PE department have informed me that from September 2014 no student at St. Mary's will be able 
to take part in Physical Education and sport wearing jewellery. No earrings or studs can be left in the 
ears, no necklaces, no watches, no charity bands or anything which PE staff deem dangerous. This is 
in line with national health and safety regulations. 
 
Year 8 school reports are issued in the final week of the academic year. Reading through them I was 
encouraged by the positive comments within many form tutor reports and the wide range of additional 
activities which students have been involved in over the year, both in and outside school. Please sign 
and return the acknowledgement slip which accompanies the reports as soon as possible: this will 
enable me to address any issues which may arise. 

 
I hope that all students return to school in September, refreshed and ready to embark upon what will 
be a challenging year.  School starts on Wednesday, 3 September for Year 9 students.  In the 
meantime, very best wishes for an excellent summer. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
Mr G Wilkes 
Student Progress Leader, Year 8 

 

 


