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Dear Parents and Carers        27 March 2018 
 

Year 9 
 
Another eventful time within school, the spring term has seen students really ‘getting to grips’ with the 
increasing demands of their new GCSE courses and are collectively making excellent progress. The 
students have shown a real maturity in their approach to their studies and long may this continue 
throughout their time with us at St Mary’s. 
 
As ever, complementing this academic progress is the pupils’ spiritual journey as they continue to 
support our shared Catholic ethos; putting Christ into the centre of all we do. As ever, our thanks go to 
Mrs Findlay and the Chaplaincy Team for their continued dedication to Catholic life at St. Mary’s and 
their encouragement of student participation and spiritual growth. We are also due to offer students 
the opportunity to take part in retreat to Soli in Staffordshire – a new and very popular host last year. 
Recently, we have all benefitted from Services of Reconciliation during Lent; an opportunity to stop 
and reflect on our busy lives.  
 

Year 9 attended our annual health fair, as part of the on-going PSHE programme within school. We 
were visited by a range of health professionals, ranging from Catholic Care to Yorkshire Band of Hope 
Union, supported by a contribution from our wonderful sixth form students regarding oral hygiene and 
healthy eating. Pupils had the opportunity to visit the exhibits and to discuss with exhibitors ways in 
which they could choose healthy options in life and to obtain other guidance where appropriate. I was 
witness to outstanding behaviour and a very positive attitude towards the event. Thank you to the 
pupils for this. 
 

A continued participation in an assortment of activities outside of lesson time continues to be a real 
strength of Year 9. Students have taken part in running, climbing, football, dance and music 
performances, to name a few. Some students were involved in the production of ‘Of Mice and Men’, 
receiving very positive reviews from staff and students alike. Many are involved in the Duke of 
Edinburgh scheme and are preparing for their first expedition. As a year group, we will be raising 
funds for Leeds Children’s Hospital and I look forward to see the exciting fundraising activities 
planned across form groups to support the wonderful work of the hospital. 
 
I am confident that the summer term will be a busy, yet productive term with a range of activities and 
events planned, including the annual Sports Day, Awards Assembly and the football/Spanish trip to 
Madrid. In the meantime, if you do have any concerns, please feel able to contact me directly. I hope 
you all have a restful and holy Easter and I look forward to another successful term with Year 9.    
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr B Dobson 
Student Progress Leader, Year 9 

 
 


