
 
Dear Parents         17 July 2018 
 
Year 9 
 
Having just returned from our last Sports’ Day I would like to extend my thanks and congratulations to 
all participants. Year 9 have encouraged and supported each other, in what is their final sports day in 
school, in a highly positive manner. It was a pleasure to see the encouraging team spirit on display 
and the whole year group setting a positive example to younger students as they progress on to a 
more senior role within school. 
 
Last week was a highlight of the musical calendar. The ‘Summer Sizzler’ concert was magnificent: it 
was hosted at Guiseley Theatre with many of our musicians involved in performances. Several 
students shared their musical talent again the following day, in our Awards Assembly. We were 
together one last time celebrating the outstanding achievements of both individuals and groups of 
students in their academic and pastoral accomplishments. It was brilliant to stand in front of such a 
delightful year group, who have made my first year working with them as their Student Progress 
Leader. 
 
This term has also seen a number of enrichment opportunities take place. A large number of students 
embarked on retreat to Soli, in our neighbouring diocese of Birmingham. Over 40 students descended 
upon the centre, whose team were brilliant in their work with our students. The students enjoyed time 
out from busy lives and school pressures and thought about the bigger picture of life beyond the day 
to day. I am sure this experience has made many of our young people think about the Lourdes’ 
pilgrimage next year. During spring half-term, for the first time, Year 9 embarked on a joint football 
tour/Spanish trip to Madrid. Our football team has enjoyed huge amounts of success this year and this 
continued with an emphatic display with both Red and Blue teams coming out victorious in their 11-a-
side fixtures. The visit captured the rich culture and history of Madrid through visits to Reina Sofia and 
Prado museums; Mercado de San Miguel – a world famous gourmet market; The Royal Palace of 
Madrid and Almudena Cathedral; and of course sampling of the local cuisine. 
 
Students have also completed part of their Duke of Edinburgh Award with Mr Steingold this year, and 
will continue to work towards their Bronze Award next year. The manner in which they have found 
ways in which to get involved in their local communities and to help others has been a real credit to 
the school and to you as parents. Students have completed both their practice and qualifying 
expeditions with all due to pass this section of the award.  
 
As the intensity of GCSEs rise in Year 10, it is important that our students keep up and continue to 
develop their resilience. Ensuring all students make maximum progress throughout their time at St 
Mary’s, Year 10 will begin with appraisals of all our pupils, calculating how best to achieve success 
and support in overcoming obstacles to this. 

 
With this in mind, it is important that attendance remains as high as possible. In order to achieve their 
potential, we aim for all students to achieve at least 95% attendance or above. Please avoid arranging 
holidays during term time for the remainder of Key Stage 4: such absence is disruptive to pupils’ 
learning and has an immediate impact on progress.  
 
Before the summer break arrives, we have still to celebrate our school Feast Day on Thursday so 
there is still plenty to be getting on with as the term draws to a close.  
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I hope that you all have a relaxing and enjoyable summer break, ready for all that the new academic 
year will bring. Year 10 students will return to school on Wednesday 5 September. It will be another 
year full of both challenge and opportunity, with exchanges to France and Germany taking place and 
of course the pilgrimage to Lourdes. I look forward to another year of success and in the interim, if 
you need to contact me about anything, please email at b.dobson@stmarysmenston.org  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr B Dobson 
Student Progress Leader, Year 9 
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