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Dear Parents        16 July 2019 
 
Year 9 
 
It has been another very busy and successful year for the students in Year 9 and as we approach the 
summer holiday, I would like to thank you for all your support over the year. There have been a whole 
range of activities taking place both in and out of lessons.  Pupils have completed the first year of their 
GCSE courses and many are now reflecting positively on what they have achieved whilst looking 
forward to learning more next year. On the whole, pupils are working very hard and making excellent 
progress. I am always very impressed by the standard of work I observe when I visit their lessons and 
am delighted to report that staff members regularly pass on praise of Year 9 pupils who have made 
excellent improvements in attitude and attainment during the course of the year. 
 
In general, the pupils have settled into their option subjects well with some students making 
necessary changes for the better. It is important that the pupils follow the advice and guidance 
provided by their teachers as they work towards their GCSEs.  
 
It was an enormous pleasure to host the Year 9 Awards Assembly last week.  The assembly gave us 
the opportunity to celebrate the many successes of Year 9 and to enjoy performances by some of the 
year’s talented musicians and singers. Awards covered the whole spectrum of school life including 
pupils’ academic work, extra-curricular activities and their contributions to the pastoral life of the 
school. The Attendance Shield was won by 9 Dickenson and the Conduct Cup by 9 Clitherow.  
 
Selecting pupils to receive awards is always a difficult task and, in truth, so many of the Year 9 pupils 
are worthy of an award. Special mentions, however, must be given to Rory Southern for the Pastoral 
Leadership award. Rory has raised over £800 for Wheatfield’s Hospice by cycling from Ilkley to 
Harrogate with his grandad, a fantastic achievement. I would like those pupils who did not receive an 
award to continue to try hard with the hope of being rewarded next year.  
 
Those pupils who went on the retreat to Soli House in Staffordshire have expressed that it was a 
special and valuable experience and one they will remember forever. Their contribution to the retreat 
and their excellent behaviour was noticed and appreciated by the staff that attended who commented 
on their positive and cheerful approach. Their vivacious nature and whole-hearted enthusiasm made 
sure that they were a credit to the school and their families. 
 
Students have completed both their Duke of Edinburgh Award Bronze Practice and Bronze Qualifying 
Expeditions with Miss Tomlinson and Miss Morgan this year. The manner in which they have found 
ways in which to get involved in their local communities and to help others has been a real credit to 
the school and to you as parents. Students have completed both their practice and qualifying 
expeditions with all due to pass this section of the award. 
 
Your child’s end of year report will be issued this week.  The subject reports, provided by the subject 
teachers, will describe the pupils’ achievements this year and will give advice as to how 
improvements in performance can be achieved next year.  Can I please ask you to read the report 
carefully and to discuss it with your son or daughter. It is vital that pupils return to school in 
September refreshed and ready to focus on preparing for a huge year ahead. 
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With this in mind, it is important that attendance remains as high as possible. In order to achieve their 
potential, we aim for all students to achieve at least 95% attendance or above. Please avoid arranging 
holidays during term time for the remainder of Key Stage 4: such absence is disruptive to pupils’ 
learning and has an immediate impact on progress. 
 
It has been a pleasure being part of what I am sure will continue to be a very successful year group. 
I would like to wish you a peaceful, restful and pleasant summer break. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr M Harvey 
Student Progress Leader, Year 9 
 

 
 


