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Dear Parents        13 December 2016 
 
The first term of Year 9 has been one of significant change at St Mary's and the students have risen 
to the new challenges of school life with renewed commitment, motivation and enthusiasm. Pupils 
have embarked upon this next stage of their school journey and any initial problems with courses 
have now been sorted out.  If there has been a need for an option change, students have organised 
themselves maturely; seeking advice and changing their choices promptly.  There have been other 
big changes too: the new Behaviour Policy has been a big success and has created a more uniformly 
coherent and consistent response that students have viewed very positively.  I am also pleased to see 
that the majority of students within the year group have never been issued with a 'behaviour code'. 
The other major change is the GCSE itself.  All GCSEs are now being marked on the 1-9 grade 
system and this is the first year through for all of us in the school community.  Year 9 parents evening 
is scheduled to be in March, so if there are concerns before then, please feel you can get in touch 
with subject areas via email or telephone. Again, I am very pleased with the visible progress of the 
cohort, with the vast majority either on track, or exceeding their target grades for the term which 
augers so well for the future.  
 
As you will be aware, we are currently celebrating the Advent season in school by raising money for 
our schools charities: Martin House, Catholic Care, CAFOD and St. Gemma’s Hospice. I am pleased 
to report that Year 9 have made a fantastic contribution to this year’s appeal with a range of activities. 
Preceding this, we also fundraised for the Gianna project for Catholic Care and collected a huge 
amount of goods for babies born into difficult circumstances.  Thank you all so much for your 
contributions to this fantastic cause. 
 
Other activities this term have included interform sporting challenges and house projects in different 
subjects.  We are really excited about the new 'House System' in school and all forms have now been 
'sorted' into vertical houses. Year 9s will be involved in an exciting photography house competition 
next term.  Many students have also involved themselves with Duke of Edinburgh Award and I have 
been so proud to receive emails from charity shops and care homes where our students have been 
volunteering – commenting on their commitment and good humoured help.  Looking forward, we have 
students involved in the Carol service tonight at Trinity and others busily rehearsing for our next 
school production of Fame in February. 
 
I will take the prayer from the service tonight, a prayer by Robert Louis Stevenson that helps us 
remember the meaning of Christmas. 
 

A Christmas Prayer 
Loving Father, help us remember the birth of Jesus, 

that we may share in the song of the angels, 
the gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men. 

 
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. 

Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, 

and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 
 

May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, 
and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, 

forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen 
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At the end of a busy term, I wish you and your families a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New 
Year. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
R Burrows 
Student Progress Leader, Year 9  
 
 
 
 


