
 

 
protected – destroy by shredding 

O:\COMMUNICATION\General Letter\2016-17\Summer Letters\Year 9.doc 

Dear Parents         18 July 2017 
 
Year 9 
 
We have just returned from our last Sports’ Day and what a beautiful day it has been. The Year 9s 
have organised themselves and encouraged each other in such a positive manner. Big 
congratulations to all those involved: refusing to passively stand by and making sure they were 
involved in raising team spirit and spurring their forms on to victory.  
 
Last week was also a real celebration of the creative success of the Year group. The Summer 
Concert was hailed as a real success, with many of our musicians involved in performances. Some of 
the students shared their talent again the following day, in our Awards Assembly where we celebrated 
the achievements of the year group in their academic and pastoral accomplishments. It was an 
honour to award students for their charitable endeavours, including Caitlin Copsey, Sabrina Spilker 
and Ellie Woffenden for their independent and thoughtful Bambisanani work; Caitlin Walsh and 
Cosima Standeven for their leadership in the year group and Harvey Taglione and Harry Dunn for 
their organisation of a Year 9 Rugby match that raised money for Cancer Research and honoured the 
work of their coach Mark Nixon.  The match itself was part of such a special day, with special thanks 
to Mr Thornton and the PE department and was not just a credit to the Rugby team, but to all those 
involved: those who made cakes to sell, brought banners to wave and supported the school, Mr Nixon 
and the cause. 
 
The year group is renowned for its creativity and I would also like to thank all our artists, Miss Booth 
and Miss Quirke for their amazing display work they have created for me under the title of ‘History’. It 
will become part of a fantastic display next year. 
 
This term has also seen two separate groups embark on retreats to Soli, in our neighbouring diocese 
of Birmingham. In all, we took 74 students, who enjoyed time out from busy lives and school 
pressures and thought about the bigger picture of life beyond the day to day. We remembered this in 
a recent assembly and Faith Day at Notre Dame and the experience has made many of our young 
people think about the Lourdes’ pilgrimage next year. 
 
Since Easter, students have also completed part of their Duke of Edinburgh with Mr Steingold and will 
continue to work towards their Bronze Award next year. The manner in which they have found ways in 
which to get involved in their local communities and to help others has been a real credit to the school 
and to you as parents, with many grateful letters and emails received from the places where they 
have been volunteering. Their practice expedition was a success (they all found their way!) and they 
will continue with the scheme next year.  
 
As the GCSEs gather speed in Year 10, it is important that our students keep up and develop their 
resilience and growth mind set Year 10 will be all about attainment and progress, starting with 
appraisals of all our pupils in September, working out how best to achieve success and overcoming 
obstacles to this.  

 
With this in mind, it is important that attendance remains as high as possible. Please do not forget that 
any attendance below 95% is classed as problematic and that this necessitates many hours of ‘catch 
up’ – an increasing problem when there is a controlled assessed part of the course.   Please try to 
avoid arranging holidays during term time for the remainder of Key Stage 4: such absence is 
disruptive to pupils’ learning and has an immediate impact on progress.  
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Before the summer break arrives, we have still to celebrate our school Feast Day, so there is still 
plenty to be getting on with as the term draws to a close.  
 
I hope that you all have a relaxing and enjoyable summer break, ready for all that the new academic 
year will bring. Year 10 students will return to school on Wednesday 6 September. It will be another 
adventurous and challenging year, with exchanges to France and Germany and of course Lourdes.  
In the meantime, if you need to contact me about anything, please email at 
r.burrows@stmarysmenston.org  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Rachael Burrows 
Student Progress Leader, Year 9 
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