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Dear Parents                   14 July 2014 
 
Year 9 
It has been another very busy and successful year for the students in Year 9 and as we approach the 
summer holiday, I would like to thank you for all your support over the year. There have been a whole 
range of activities taking place both in and out of lessons.  Pupils have completed the first year of their 
GCSE and BTEC courses and many are now in the process of completing controlled assessments 
which count towards their final grades. On the whole, pupils are working very hard and making 
excellent progress.  I am always very impressed by the standard of work I observe when I visit their 
lessons and am delighted to report that staff members regularly pass on praise of Year 9 pupils who 
have made excellent improvements in attitude and attainment during the course of the year. 
 
At the beginning of Year 9, pupils started their new GCSE courses. The pupils have settled into their 
work well with some students making necessary changes for the better. Next year, GCSE coursework 
and controlled assessments will start in earnest in a number of subjects if they have not already done 
so.  It is important that the pupils prepare thoroughly for these and that they follow the advice and 
guidance provided by their teachers.  Please try to avoid arranging holidays during term time for the 
remainder of Key Stage 4.  Such absence can be disruptive to pupils’ learning and can lead to them 
missing important subject matter. 
 
It was an enormous pleasure to host the Year 9 Awards Assembly last week.  The assembly gave us 
the opportunity to celebrate the many successes of Year 9 and to enjoy performances by the year’s 
many talented musicians and singers. Awards covered the whole spectrum of school life including 
pupils’ academic work, extra-curricular activities and their contributions to the pastoral life of the 
school. Both the Attendance Shield and Conduct Cup were won by 9 More. 
 
Selecting pupils to receive awards is always a difficult task as so many of the Year 9 pupils are worthy 
of an award. Special mentions, however, must be given to Ben Clarke for the Pastoral Leadership 
award and Isobelle Palmer for winning the Governors’ Award. Isobelle is currently balancing being a 
World Class athlete and school work with absolutely no complaints. I would like those pupils who did 
not receive an award to continue to try hard with the hope of being rewarded next year. I would also 
like to thank Sylvia Cullen, Kathryn Bradley, Aidan Joyce and Hattie Barnes who performed at the 
assembly: they contributed enormously to the lovely atmosphere of the event. 
 
Those pupils who went on the Myddelton Grange retreat have expressed that it was a special and 
treasured experience and one they will remember forever. Their contribution to the retreat and their 
excellent behaviour was noted and appreciated by the staff that attended who commented on their 
positive and joyful approach. Their bubbly nature and whole-hearted enthusiasm made sure that they 
were a credit to the school and their families. 

 
Over the course of the year it has become ever more apparent that students continue to carry ‘smart’ 
phones.  Please remind your son or daughter that they are not allowed to use their phone in school. In 
cases of emergencies they should let us know and we can make arrangements for messages to be 
conveyed. Furthermore could I take this opportunity to remind pupils to be incredibly cautious with 
their belongings and not leave them unattended especially if they are of value. 
 
Uniform within Year 9 is largely very good but throughout this year there has been an ongoing issue 
with black trainers. They must not be worn without a note explaining a reason for them. Furthermore 
may I take this opportunity to remind pupils that haircuts should not go beyond a grade 2 and that nail 
varnish must not be worn. I would welcome your support in ensuring your son or daughter follows 
these rules regarding uniform. 
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New uniform items should be purchased from our official school suppliers.  Please note that fitted 
blouses, hipster skirts and trousers are not acceptable.  Girls may of course wear the St. Mary’s 
uniform black skirt or choose to wear waisted black school trousers. In addition to this, school policy 
indicates that one small set of ear studs may be worn by girls only.  Students must not wear any other 
piercings.  
 
The PE department have stated that no student at St. Mary's will be able to take part in Physical 
Education or any sport wearing jewellery. No earrings or studs can be left in the ears, no necklaces, 
no watches, no charity bands or anything which PE staff deem dangerous is permitted. This is in line 
with national health and safety regulations. 
 
Your child’s end of year report will be issued before the end of term.  The subject reports, provided by 
the subject teachers, will describe the pupils’ achievements this year and will give advice as to how 
improvements in performance can be achieved next year.  Can I please ask you to read the report 
carefully and to discuss it with your son or daughter.  
 
In the next academic year, pupils will begin to sit their GCSE exams in a number of subjects.  It is vital 
that pupils return to school in September refreshed and ready to focus on preparing for these very 
important examinations. 
 
I would personally like to thank the Year 9 Form Tutors whose work cannot go unrecognised, they are 
a vital part of the support given to students. 
 
It has been a pleasure being part of what I am sure will continue to be a very successful year group. 
I would like to wish you a peaceful, restful and pleasant summer break. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr G Wilkes 
Student Progress Leader, Year 9 

 


