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Dear Parents         19 July 2016 
 
Year 9 
A couple of weeks ago, I had the pleasure of celebrating achievement and progress with Year 9 at our 
annual awards assembly which always culminates in a photograph montage of the highlights of the 
year. Having searched through the archive for this year I was surprised by just how much we had 
managed to ‘fit in’ to what can often be a quiet school year. Again there has been superb sporting 
achievement, musical performances, school productions taking place alongside academic progress 
and learning. 
 
At the beginning of Year 9, pupils started their new GCSE/BTEC courses and the majority of students 
have risen to the challenges that this has presented admirably. This morning we are heading out to 
Sports Day where we will enjoy the sunshine (a vast improvement on last year) and enjoy the 
opportunity to come together as a school community to cheer each other on and support our forms. 
 
Many forms have worked really well together over the year and have shown generosity and team 
spirit by raising money for the charities that St. Mary’s supports over the year. We have been able to 
collect and send out another stationary parcel to The Sylvia Wright Trust orphanage in India with Sixth 
Formers who are volunteering. Sylvia is visiting school on Friday and we are looking forward to finding 
out more about the progress of her students as well as giving her a cheque for just over £500 that our 
Year 9’s have raised over the year. Well done Year 9! We are hopeful that this partnership between 
our students and Sylvia’s school can continue to grow and develop next year and look forward to 
hearing from our Sixth Formers about their time in India at the start of the next academic year. 
 
Next year, as the GCSE and BTEC courses begin again in earnest, it is important that the pupils 
prepare thoroughly for these and that they follow the advice and guidance provided by their teachers 
especially for controlled assessment and coursework aspects of courses.  Please try to avoid 
arranging holidays during term time for the remainder of Key Stage 4.  Such absence is disruptive to 
pupils’ learning and can lead to them missing important subject matter.  
 
In preparation for Year 10, I know that many of you will need to update and replace uniform. Before 
money is spent, please look carefully at the uniform requirements which are in the current planner on 
page 35 and on the website. We are very proud of our uniform and the way in which it identifies us as 
a community within the wider community. Therefore we have very high expectations and high 
standards. Students are required to wear shoes, not pumps or trainers. School skirts should be at an 
appropriate length. Jean style trousers and fitted shirts are not acceptable. Students are expected to 
be in school ready and prepared to work so extremes of fashion are not appropriate, and hair styles 
should also reflect this. Facial piercings are not acceptable in school, and no student at St. Mary's will 
be able to take part in Physical Education and sport if they are wearing any jewellery. No earrings or 
studs can be left in the ears, no necklaces, no watches, no charity bands or anything which PE staff 
deem dangerous: this is in line with updated health and safety regulations set nationally. We also 
continue to maintain that ‘phones are not to be turned on or used within school. If there is an 
emergency or problem where a student feels they need to contact home, staff are more than willing to 
provide access to a telephone and are then in a position to offer that child the appropriate support and 
advice. 
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Before the summer break arrives, we have still to celebrate our school Feast Day, so there is still 
plenty to be getting on with as the term draws to a close. Year 9 school reports will also be issued this 
week. Reading through them I was encouraged by the positive comments and excellent progress 
demonstrated by the vast majority of students who have successfully made the leap into Key Stage 4 
and have worked hard this year. I am optimistic about their progress next year. 
 
I hope that you all have a relaxing and enjoyable summer break, ready for all that the new academic 
year will bring. Year 10 students will return to school on Wednesday 7 September. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs S Carmichael 
Student Progress Leader, Year 9 
 


